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The Morning Star 
By A. T. White 


Y CHAMBER faces east; 
And, waking with the dawn, 
I love my eyes to feast 
Upon the star of morn. 


Star, brilliant and benign, 
‘Token of day begun; 
Sure harbinger and sign 
Of radiant, rising sun. 


Somé morn my eyes may ope — 
The day cannot be far! — 

And, raptured, gteet that Blessed Hope, 
The bright and Morning Star ! 





Temptation and Guidance 

It is sometimés hard to distinguish between the 
leading of the Holy Spirit and the suggestions of 
Satan. The Spirit may lead a Christian woman to 
give up particularly conspicuous pieces of jewelry, 
and. Satan adds, “Give it all up,” The Spirit may 
plead with a busy yo man, who earnestly de- 
sires to do God’s will, to devote a little less time each 
week to recreation and exercise and a little more 
to the Lord’s work, such as the teaching of a 
Sunday-school class, for which careful preparation 
is required. The young man heeds-the call, but in 
a short time Satan comes to him with the suggestion, 
“Why keep any spare time for rest and exercise? 
Spend it all in study and other work.” A young 
Englishman was studying at an American Bible 
School, ._ Two friends in England. who had known 
him for a long time, said they would be glad to help 
support him, and that if ever he needed money he was 
to let them know. When the student’s passage money 
came for the feturn trip it was not quite enough: to 
provide for his needs before the voyage. He spent 
a week penniless in New York, eating almost nothing 
for several days, until a well-known Christian worker 
met him, heard his story, and gave him aid. The 
student had felt that he must not let his needs be 
known and that he must look to God directly for 
money, But he had made a decision to do so some 
time before, and God had provided two generous 
friends to care for him. As the student himself says 
today, it was undoubtedly Satan who drove him 
to the extreme position where he refused to com- 
municate with the two friends in England. On this 


problem as. on all others there-és* light in the Scrip- 
tures. In Matthew 4 there “isthe record of how 
the Lord Jesus was led of- the Spirit into the wilder- 
ness to be tempted of the Devil. He knew that it 
was. God’s will for Him to-go out into that lonely 
place to meet the Adversary, but He discerned clearly 
where the leading of the Spirtt ‘stopped and where 
that of the Devil began. Satan said, “Cast thyself 
down” and quoted Scripture to«support his demand. 
But the Lord Jesus repulsed him with the words, “It 
is written, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” 
He it is who can enable his_ loved ones to know 
whether they are being led of the Spirit or tempted 
of the Devil. “For we have not an high priest which 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities ; 
but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet with- 
out sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne 
of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need.” 


a 
A Secret Worth Dying For 


It cost God the life of his Son to make the vic- 
torious life possible, and time has been when it cost 


~ the life of the recipient to accept and teach it. In the 


Keswick Calendar Peter Rose is quoted as saying: 
“Tradition says that when Ignatius was brought be- 
fore the Emperor Trajan to answer for his faith, he 
was asked, ‘Dést thou then carry thy God within thy- 
self?’ With a smile the old man replied, “Yea, verily, 
for it is written,.“Ye are the temple of God, and the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in. you.”’ For this he was 
thrown to the lions, as it -was considered the most 
absolute blasphemy that a man should claim to be the 
dwelling-place.of Deity. Yet that blessed truth, the 
indwelling of Christ by his Spirit in our hearts, is 
the greatest joy of the believer today.” At summer 
conferences this year thousands, perhaps, have learned 
this truth for which the dear old Church Father died. 
They will not have to die in order to keep and main- 


A Christian Explorer’s Faith 


summer and autumn of 1821 — the intrepid and 

—/ valorous Arctic explorer, Sir John Franklin, 
with his party of officers. and men, was engaged in 
surveying that portion of the North American conti- 
nent which borders on the Arctic Ocean, to determine 
the practicability of the Northwest. passage. It was 
one of several trips of reséarch undertaken by 
Franklin befere his final essay of the sea route in 
1845— from which hazardous voyage he never re- 
turned. Accompanying the explorers were several 
Indians and French Canadians to act as guides and as 
hunters of game, upon which the party was com- 
pelled to ye: for, food. However, before the 
completion of the proposed survey several adverse 
factors led Franklin to abandon his project and seek 
to return overland to the wintér base. One factor 
was the unexpected severity of the weather and an- 
other the scarcity of game; also the fact that the 
Eskimos, whom they had hoped to encountér and who 
might have supplied them with needed provisions, 
were not met with. 

Therefore, late in the month of August the party 
turned southward, following the shortest route by 
Hood River and thence overland, the men carrying 
the two canoes that had been employed earlier in 
the journeyings by water. Soon the want of pro- 
visions began to be felt, but a quantity of lichens, 
called tripe de roche, were found and these were 
cooked with a few willows dug up from beneath 
deep snow. For the following weeks this lichen was 
to form their chief sustenance, although it alleviated 
but slightly the pangs of hunger. 

What is touching and inspiring in the recital that 
follows —a recital, in its entirety, seldom equaled in 
all the annals of exploration for sheer heroism and 
for incredible suffering —is the deep piety and faith 
in God evidenced by Franklin and his officer com- 
-panions. How it warms the heart to think that men 


Oi a hundred years ago —to be exact, in the 


of such valor and of almost superhuman endurance 










































































tain the blessed secret, but Satan will try in other 
ways to rob them of it, — yet he cannot do so if they 
are as yielded and trustful as Ignatius was. -A.youth 
who had attended the Student Victorious Life Con- 
ference at Keswick this year prays frequently at fam- 
ily worship in his home that the Lord will keep him 
from losing the great blessing he received; and prayer 
is one of the great strongholds for guarding victory 
in the life. 
“— 


The Wounds of Our Lord 


“He was wounded.” Seven centuries before the 
Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross the Holy Spirit 
gave this prophecy of Christ’s suffering to Isaiah. 
Have we realized what the mere physical wounds of 
our Lord were, in addition to the infinitely greater 
mental and physical suffering? A Christian physician 
of Detroit, Dr. H. A. Cameron, noting that surgery 
defines wounds as “divisions of the part of the body 
by a mechanical farce applied externally,” mentions 
the five different classifications of wounds as con- 
tused, lacerated, penetrating, perforating, and incised. 
Dr. Cameron goes on to show from the standpoint of 
scientific surgery that our Lord was wounded in all 
these ways. When “they smote him with rods” (Matt. 
26:67, Revised Version margin) he received a con- 
tused wound; when they scourged him (Matt. 27: 26; 
John 19:1), he received the lacerating wound; when 
they put the crown of thorns upon his head (Matt. » 
27: 27; John 19: 2) he received the penetrating wound; 
when they drove the nails through his hands and feet 
(John 19: 16), the perforating wounds; and ‘the spear 
thrust (John 19:34) produced the incised wounds. 
Satan through wicked men resorted to every possible 
cruelty to fill full the bodily sufferings of our Lord in 
making atonement for us; and such a study as this, 
as Dr. Cameron himself says, should deepen our love 
for him who “was wounded for our transgressions 
and bruised for our iniquities.” 


and achievement were humble believers in the Lord 
Jesus Christ! In recounting a délivefance at this 
time, when one of the men was all but fost in an-icy 
stream they were crossing, Franklin writes, ‘By the 
foodness of Providence, however, we-were spared at 
that timé, and some of us have been permitted to 
offer up our thanksgivings in a civilized land for the 
signal deliverances we then, and afterwards, experi- 
enced.” And this he writes, despite the fact that 
by this accident were lost his portfolio, containing 
his journai, together with all his astronomical and 
meteorological observations taken along the seacoast! 
By the middle of September game was still scarce 
and shy and they weré reduced still more by hunger. 
No breakfast and but a scanty supper, pangs of 
hunger were allayed by a littld tripe de roche and by 
eating pieces of burnt hide. “However,” writes Frank- 
lin, “we looked with humble confidence to the great 
Author and Giver of all good, for a continuance of 
the support which had hitherto been always supplied 
to us at our greatest need.” At night no tripe de 
roche could be found, but a little Iceland moss was 
secured, which however proved so bitter that few 
could eat many spoonfuls of it. By now their frames 
were so debilitated that they could feel no warmth at 
night, even though rolled in their blankets, “But,” 
says Franklin, “every evening prayers were read.” 
Soon the party were hunting out the skeletons of 
animals slain by the wolves and digging out the ; f 
marrow from the backbone, and burning the bones 
to make them friable; also, as their straits became 
more desperate, eating their old shoes and other k 
scraps of leather. On October 3, still struggling ' + 
overland, famished. and perceptibly weakened under 
the protracted strain, Franklin records of Hepburn, 
one of his companions, “He is animated by a firm 
reliance on the beneficence of the Supreme Being, 
tempered by resignation to His Will.” Six miles a : 
day was about all they could compass, their sole sus- 
tenance now being the remains of their old shoes, 
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which they roasted and ate. At last so great was the 
prostration of some of the party that they could go 
no farther, and Franklin and several others, leaving 
them there, set forward with all the little strength 


remaining to secure help. “Before leaving my com- 
panions in this melancholy situation,” writes Franklin, 
“we united in thanksgiving and prayers to Almighty 
God.” The brave little band pushed forward and 
at last; after incredible’ sufferings, reached their des- 
tination, Fort Enterprise, only to find it deserted and 
utterly lacking in: provisions of any. sort, as~ the 
Indians to whom the duty of providing food had 
been assigned had failed for some reason. However, 
by digging about they found some old bones and skins 
of deer and on these they subsisted. Still, in spite 
of this disappointment, Franklin could say, “There 
is calmness and resignation to the Divine Will.” 

Here in his miserable state he was rejoined a little 
later by the survivors of the party left in the rear; 
some had succumbed; one young officer had Bicker- 
steth’s Scripture Help in his hand at the moment of 
death. Although the little party became so weak 
that they had to throw away their most valued in- 
struments, they kept their small stock of devotional 
books to the end, and at the moments of greatest 
extremity they record, “Not a murmur escaped us, 
and we were punctual and fervent in our addresses 
to the Supreme Being.” When these two remnants 
of parties were reunited. their combined strength 
hardly s@fficed to collect daily enough wood to keep 
them from freezing and to collect the bones and the 
scraps from the snow outside that formed their only 
food. “Yet,” writes Franklin, “with the aid of our 

rayer book and Testament, some prayers and 

salms, and portions of Scripture appropriate to 
our situation were read before retiring to bed.” “And,” 
he adds, “the performance of these duties always af- 
forded us the greatest consolation, serving to reani- 
mate our hope in the mercy of the Omnipotent, Who 
alone could save and deliver us.” Another of the 
party wrote at this period, as they sat. in their 
miserable tent before rejoining Franklin at the Fort, 
“Nothing to eat today and no fire, but we read 
portions of our religious books one to the other, in 
addition to our morning and evening service, and we 
find ourselves inspired by so strong a sensé of the 
omnipresence of a beneficent God, that our situation, 
even in these wilds, appears no longer destitute,” and 
at the same time, Franklin in his barren hut was 
writing, “So great are our Divine consolations and 
our spiritual joys so profound that we can be even 
glad for the cireumstancés that have so thrown us 
upon God.” 

Later on the little party secured a hare and a 
partridge, and this same man, Richardson, 
writes, “This unexpected supply of provision was 
received by us with a deep sense of gratitude to the 
Almighty for His goodness.” 

After the reuniting of the two parties at the Fort, 
their strength declined from day to day. No longer 
did they suffer from the pangs of hunger and they 
could even - a few hours, but usually dreamed 
of food and of feasting. Their bodies were so emaci- 
ated that they could secure no,heat, and their bodies 
became sore from lying on the floor in their blankets 
yet to turn themselves for relief was a matter of 
toil and difficulty. -Two more of the party died, but 
Franklin and Richardson had no strength to bury 
them. Suddenly, November 7, there was the sound of 
a musket fired, and a party of Indians appeared bring- 
ing relief. What was their first action? “D. V. 
Richardson and I,” says Franklin, “immediately ad- 
dréssed thanksgiving to the Throne of Mercy for this 
deliverance.” And later on, when by easy stages they 
had heen conveyed to’ thé government Fort, “Our 
first act upon arriving,” he statés, “was again to 
return our grateful praisés to the Almighty for the 
manifold instances of His mercy toward us.” 

Truly did this man of God, Sir John Franklin, 
follow in the steps of David, when in the fervent faith 
and confidence of his heart he could boldly say, “I 
Ms sing praises unto my God while I have any 

ing. 
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Eleverath Hour Service 


Will you please tell me what you think Christ is 
trying to teach his disciples in the parable of the 
laborers in the vineyard as given in the twentieth 
chapter of Matthew’s Gospel? I have heard a num- 
ber of explanations, but none that really satisfies.— 
A New Yerk reader. 


_ Is it not better to avoid using the expression “try- 
ing to teach” in connection with our Lord? Men may 
try to teach; but the Lord Jesus Christ, perfect in 
wisdom and power, knowing all the limitations as well 
as the possibilities of the human heart and mind, never 
had to “try to teach.” He taught. Some of his 








hearers failed to get his teaching, others received 
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and, sooner or later, understood. 
like this man” (John 7: 46). 

The parable in Matthew 20 tells of a householder 
who hired laborers in his vineyard early in the morn- 
ing, agreeing to pay them a penny a day. Later in 
the day, about the third hour, he saw others standing 
idle and hired them, promising to give them whatever 
was right. About the sixth, and again the ninth hour, 
he did the same; and even at the eleventh hour of the 
day, finding othtrs standing idle, he hired them, prom- 
ising to pay them whatever was right. When evening 
came all the laborers were called together, and those 
who had been working from early morning received 
just what had been promised, a penny, evidently the 
usual ‘day’s wage. ‘Those who had accepted the call 
to service at the eleventh hour received the same 
wage, a penny. And the all-day workers complained 
because the eleventh-hour workers received the same 
wages as themselves. The answer of the householder 
was: “Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst not thou 
agree with me for a penny? Take that thine is, and 
go thy way: I will give unto this last, even as unto 
thee. Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with 
mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good?” 

Plainly this parable does not teach salvation, for 
salvation is never given as wages or a reward; it is 
God’s free gift. Apparently its teaching is, as one 
commentator has written: “Service will all be re- 
warded according’ to sovereign grace. The sovereign- 
ity of God is shown in the parable of the laborers in 
the vineyard, when ke gives to all alike, and replies 
to those who murmur ‘Is it not lawful for megto do 
what I will with mine own?’” 

In other words, the teaching of the parable seems 
to be that those who have entered the Lord’s service 
late in life, perhaps being saved then for the first 
time, or, being saved before, now for the first. time 
having fully surrendered their: lives to the ~Lord 
and now giving him their all in devotion and service, 
may receive the same reward as those who have served 
him much longer. If we are tempted to murmur at 
this, let us remember and rejoice in the wondrous 
grace of the Lord who taught this parable. 


ax 
Should We Pray for the Unsaved? 


Does the Bible tell Christians to pray for the un- 
converted? If so, will you give references? Does 
it tell Christians to. pray for the conversion of the 
unsaved ?—A constant reader of The Sunday School 
Times. : . 

Reaching the unsaved with fhe Gospel of salvation 
is the greatest work any child of God can do. Daniel 
was told: “They that be wise shall shine as ‘the 
brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many 
to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever” (Dan. 
12:3)-. Paul declares by inspiration, “How beautiful 
are the feet of them that preach the. gospel. of peace, 
and bring glad tidings of good things!” (Rom. 10: 15.) 

Furthermore, the Scriptures show that prayer is 


“Never man spake 


the secret of effective service. “Whatsoever ye shall: 


ask in my name,” said the Lord to his disciples, “that 
will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will 
do its. . . If ye abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you” (John 14:13, 143 15:7). We know, ‘of 
course, that these prayer promises are conditioned by 
our asking that which is according to God’s will; and 
God tells us that the salvation of men is his will. 
Through the apostle Paul the Holy Spirit writes: 
“I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made 
for all men; ... for this is good and acceptable in 
the sight of God our Saviour; who will have all men 
to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth” (1 Tim. 2:1-4). “And this is the confidence 
that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing accord- 
ing to his will, he heareth us: and if we know that 
he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have 
’ petitions that we desired of him” (1 John 5:14, 
15). 

Moreover, the apostle Paul himself prayed for the 
unsaved, “Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer. to 
God for Israel is, that they might be saved” (Rom. 
10:1). Paul’s example is safe.and Scriptural. 

Unsaved men are by nature the enemies of God and 
of God’s children. Our Lord said to his disciples: 
“Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, ... 
and pray for them which despitefully. use you, and 
persecute you” (Matt. 5:44). What should we ask 
of God for those who curse and despitefully use the 
churehyof. God except that they, should be saved? 

Finally, the Lord, speaking of the multitudes “scat- 
tered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd,” gave a 
positive prayer command: “The harvest truly is plen- 
teous, but the lebourers are few; pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth 
labourers into his harvest” (Matt. 9:37, 38). There 
is only one reason to pray that the Lord will send 
laborers into the harvest, and that is that men may be 
saved as a result of this. 

The great privilege and the great duty zhat Christ 
lays upon his Church until his coming again is evan- 
gelization: the declaring of the Good News of salva- 
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tion, through his death and resurrection, to all who 
are unsaved. The great method that he sets forth 
and enjoins is the method of prayer: for “he spake 
a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always 
to pray, and not to faint” (Luke 18:1). Christians 
whose feet are to be “shod with. the preparation of the 
gospel of peace,” and who are to take “the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God,” are also to 
be “praying always with all prayer and supplication in 
the Spirit” (Eph. 6). And they are to “pray without 
ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17). 

In the light of such Scriptures as these, can the 
child of God be in any doubt as to whether the Word 
of God tells us to pray for the salvation of the un- 
saved? * 


A World-Wide Prayer for Revival 
By F. B. Meyer, D.D. 


i is a remarkable similarity between our 
& experience today and the early years of the 
eighteenth century. “A withering blight seemed -to 
have passed over the churches. An ecclesiastical his- 
torian, describing the condition of that time, says that 
most of the churches of the United Kingdom and of 
America were in a low condition. -Arianism and 
Deism prevailed, and conversions were almost ~ un- 
known. ‘So profound was the arrest on the progress 
of the Gospel, that groups of God’s people were stirred 
up to unusual wrestlings with God; and, as the result, 
the frost bégan to break. up,. and the south winds to 
blow. The flowers began to spring and the tokeris 
of a blessed summer time appeared. « 

In 1744 the Revival entered on its most important 
stage. A call to prayer was drawn up by some godly 
ministers in Scotland on the subject of united prayer 
jor the Holy Ghost. A copy of this document was 
forwarded to America to Jonathan Edwards. It at 
once commended itself to-him.. The idea of @ great 
prayer-uwnion with a definite purpose and aim struck 
him, and led him to write a treatise on the subject 
entitled, “A Humble Attempt to Promote an Explicit 
Agreement and Visible Union of God’s People 
through the World, in extraordinary prayer for the 
revival of religion andthe advancement of Christ's 
Kingdom on earth, pursuant to Scripture promises 
arid prophecies concerning the last time.” This mani- 
festo called for united and extraordinary prayer, and 
pointed out the force of Scripture promises and the 
urgency of God’s call to his people. 

Forty years after the publication of this appeal it 
fell into the hands of Andrew Fuller of Kettering, 
and led to his publishing a small publication, entitled 
“Persuasives to Extraordinary Union in Prayer for 
the Revival of Real Religion.” Andrew Fuller did 
more than incite others to pray. In his diary we find 
such entries as these: “Devoted this day to fasting 
and prayer, in conjunction with several other min- 
isters.” “Spent the day in fasting and prayer for 
the revival of our churches and the. spread of ‘the 
Gospel.” “Some outgoings of heart in prayer today 
for the Revival of real religion, first in my own soul, 
and then in the churches in general.” 

Is not this the supreme need of the hour? We can 
demonstrate our faith in the Bible by argument, and 
eloquence and enthusiastic crowds; but the supreme 
vindication of the Book would be that Aaron’s rod 
should bud; that beneath its spell the skeletons in the 
valley of Vision should arise, and become an exceed- 
ing great army; and that the “Yea” of the Holy 
Spirit may be heard and felt. 

World Prayer Union was the suggestion of 
God’s honored servants already mentioned. Has 
not the time come for the insistence in each of our 
great gatherings for earnest, intense, prolonged prayer 
that the living Spirit of God might not only be power- 
fully present at the vast demonstrations, but that 
each one of us, who is pledged to the integrity of the 
Bible, should also be pledged to private, personal, defi- 
nite, and Heaven-moving prayer, not. only that the 
Eternal God should vindicate his Book, but that there 
should be a loosening ef the long winter, and the ir- 
\resistible up-rush or down-coming' of a world-wide 
Springtime of* Revival? “Awake, O-north wind; and 
come, thou south; blow upon my gafden, that the 
spices thereof may flow out. Let my beloved coime 
into his gardén, and eat his pleasant fruits!” 

What a blessed result ‘would accrue, if every reader 
of this article, or each devoted lover of the Bible into 
whose hands this paper may come, and especially 
every minister of the Gospel, would resolve that not 
a day should pass without éarnest and. concentrated 
prayer for these specific twin objects— first for the 
unchallenged supremacy and divine authority of the 
Bible, and second for the mighty corroboration of the 
Holy: Spirit, so that his affirmation may come in the 
form of world-wide Revival. The seed has bees 
sown throughout the world. It is lying in vast accu- 
mulations everywhere. What is needed is that Spring, 
Summer, Autumn should succeed to the deadness of 
this prolonged and dreary Winter. 

P.S.—It has been suggested that Thursday, October 
4, should be set apart to inaugurate individual 
and collective prayer on this behalf, in all parts 
of the world. ; 
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A survey of peoples without knowledge of Christ 
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URELY the Lord led me to.the “uttermost -parts 
of the earth,” to places where Christ was not 
named, where there is none who can name his 

Name. 

is named, but Christ is not named. He is almost un- 


In these parts Buddha is named, Mohammed 


known. Wherever I went, I asked in English and 
Chinese, “Is there anyone here who knows Jesus? 
Do you know anyone who believes on the Lord Jesus 
Christ?”. Often they did not know what I meant; 
they did not know that there was a Lord Jesus Christ. 

For some years: I have felt a.burning desire to visit 
the islands of the South Seas, to reconnoiter, as it 
were, for Him. I felt convinced that there was a 
gteat need, and that especially in the interior of 
these islands no Gospel witness had~ yet been given. 
The pressure of circumstances in the work in South 
China has held. me, but at last the time seemed ripe 
for me to go. , 

I left South China late in January. The trip occu- 
pied all of February and most of March, but I did 
mot stay anywhere for more than three days. I al- 
ways took “the next boat,” and it seemed as though 
the steamship schedules were all arranged of the Lord 
for me to suit my trip. 

I went from Wuchow to Hongkong, from Hongkon 
to Sandakan, on the northeast coast of British Nort 
Borneo, to Balik-papan, on the east coast of Dutch 
Borneo, to Samarinda, ‘a little north of Balik-papan; 
.from Samarinda across the Straits of Makassar to 
Donggala; south again down the coast of the Celebes 
to Pare-pare; and then to Makassar, the capital of 
the Celebes; from Makassar to Siagaradia, a port on 
the Island of Bali; to Surabaya on the northern 
coast of Java, the largest commercial. center of the 
Dutch Indies; to Bangdong in Java by rail, and to 
Batavia, the capital of thé Dutch Indies; from Batavia 
to Singapore (British); to Saigon (French Indo- 

ina); to Tourane (Annam), by rail to Hanoi and 
Haiphong (Tonkin), by steamer to Pak-hoi on the 
southern coast of China, and Hoi-hau on the Island 
of Hainan; to Hongkong and on up to Wuchow. 
Traveling as a Ship’s Fourth Officer 

I should like to comment briefly on the various 
Places visited, dealing in this article with Borneo. 

\. British, North Borneo—The three main ports of 
British North .Borneo aré Sandakan, Kudat, and 
Jesselton. The Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel (S.._ P. G.) is laboring there, Also the 
Basil Mission has independent self-supporting Chi- 
nese churches. The Roman Catholics also have 
work in this part. I spent three days at Sandakan 
and had enjoyable fellowship with Archdeacgn 
and Mrs. Mercer, and also with Chinese workers of 
the Basil Mission. Time did not permit me to visit 
other’ parts of British North Borneo. Work has 
been commenced ameng the aboriginal tribes of the 
interior, called the Dyacks. The Chinese residents 
of this part of Borneo aré largely of the Hakka race 
and many of them have found Christ. Three-quar- 
ters of the Chinese inhabitants of Kudat are church 
members. ™ 

I soon saw that there was no desperate need for 
another mission entering this part. of the field. I 
wished to hasten on to my goal farther south and 
reach the ports of Dutch Borneo For a while it 
looked as though it wére going to be difficult for me 
to find passage from British North Borneo to Dutch 
Borneo, as there is no regular line of steamers running 
between these ports. I faced a possibility of having 
to travel by nativé Chinese Junk from Tawao, the 
most southerly port of British Borneo, to Taracan, 
the most northerly port of Dutch Borneo, which 
might be a journey of two days or two weeks accord- 
ing to the will of the winds. When the time came 
that the Lord would have me leave Sandakan, how- 
ever, he had a steamer all ready. A Dutch oil-tanker 
came into eect early Sunday morning, February 5, 
bound, for Balik-papan. I at once applied for a pas- 


sage. 
. “She doés not carry passengers, and there-is no 
spare cabin,” said the agent. 

“Can you give me standing room?” I asked. 

. “You will have to go aboard and ask the Captain,” 
he said. - 
» As soon as I had finished preaching at the Basil 
Mission, I went out to the S. g “Sanbodja,” and met 
Captain Ouwerkerk. I found him a good-natured 
Dutchman who spoke English. 

“Sorry,” he said, “but we are not allowed to take 
Passengers, and we have no cabin anyway.” 
« “But,” I protested, “I must go to Balik-papan. Can 
you not give. me standing.room om.your boat?” 

He laughed at that and said, “Oh, we can do better 
than that. We can fix up a canvas cot on deck, but 


**Debts and Blood Stains” was the title of the 
editorial in the Times of June 23, 1928, in which 
Mr. Jaffray told of a dream he had had after his 
return from a trip_to the Dutch East Indies. 
Through that dream he came to realize his own 
responsibility and that of other Christians to the 
unevangelized inhabitants of those islands. Here 
he gives a more detailed account of his trip, with 
geographical setting, statistics, and incidents, 
showing the great need for missionaries in that 
part of the world. ; 
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you wilf have to sign on as Fourth Officer of the 
ship to escape the technicality of the law.” 

You may be sure I was ready for anything. I 
agreed to the proposition and was appointed as Fourth 
Officer of the S. S. “Sanbodja.” My wages were to 
be one shilling, but of course I had to pay the com- 
pany my fare. Two days and a half brought us to 

alik-papan. 


Dutch Borneo.—There is no missionary work being .- 


carried on on the east coast of Dutch Borneo. Ac- 
cording to tay tnap. there are a score of. ports on the 
east coast of Borneo, but as far as -we are able to 
learn, there is tio witness for Christ at any of 
these places. From many of these ports the interior 
of Borneo may be reached by river. On perhaps 
only one river is there a régular steamship -line, 
namely at Samarinda, but by native craft the mis- 
sionary can penetrate the interior and reach the 
wild man of Borneo, the Dyacks. 

The Dyacks, no doubt, originally occupied the entire 
island of Borneo, but the coming of various races, the 
Malays, the Javanese, Chinese, Indians from Madras, 
and Arabs, has gradually crowded the wild man 
away to the -interior. The Malays have intermarried 
somewhat with the Dyacks, with the result that the 
Dyacks to this extent. have been absorbed. It is said 
also that the original pure Dyack of the interior of 
Borneo is decreasing in population. © 

The Dyack was originally a “head-hunter” and a 
cannibal, and in some cases may still be such, but 
the influence of other races has had the, effect of 
subduing and semi-civilizing the wild man of Borneo. 
One of the original customs of the Dyacks was that 
a young man proposing to his bride must have the 
skull of one whom he himself had slain ere he could 
hope to bé accepted by his bride. This custom, how- 
ever, I am told, has all but died out. 


There are many different language groups among 


the Dyacks, most of them have never. been reached 
with the Gospel Message. From the south coast of 
Borneo, some effort is being made to reach them up 
the Barito River with Banjermasin as a base. Some 
effort was also commenced on the west coast of 
Borneo entering by the Kapoeas River, but the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Mission has now entirely withdrawn 
from Borneo. 

According to our maps there seem to be a dozen 
or more ports on the west coast of Borneo. On the 
south coast of Borneo there are, beside the River 
Barito which empties into the sea at Banjermasin, 
five or six other rivers, which are gateways to the 
interior, At none of these points has missionary 
work “heen attempted. 


A Lone Christian Amid Heathen Darkness 


_ Balik-papan.—I stayed at this port two days. It 
is a city of about 21,500 people. The district, of 
which it is one of the centers, has a population of 
about 200,000. Balik-papan is the great oil field of 
the Dutch Indies. The installation of the B. P. M. 
(Batavia Petroleum Company), the Royal Dutch Pe- 
troleum Co., a branch of the Asiatic Petroleum Com- 
pany, is the largest oil installation in the Far East. 
All the A. P. C. oil consumed throughout the Far 
East comes from the Balik-papan wells. 

The population of the city is a great mixture of 
races: Malay, Javanese, Boegis, Chinese from Fu- 
kien, Canton and other parts, Indians from Madras, 
Arabs, and- also a sprinkling of Dyacks from the 
interior. As I walked the streets of this city trying 
to get in touch, through the English language or 
through Chinese, with as many people as possible, I 
asked my one question. “Is there anyone here who 
believes on thé Lord Jesus Christ?” After many 
replies in the negative, I was directed to a Chinese 
carpenter’s store, and found a Chinese brother who 
acknowledged the name of Christian. His face, I am 
sorry to say, did not look like that of a Christian, 
and as Mr. Moody said, “He may have been a Chris- 
tian, but he did not_smell- like one’! His face was 
flushed with wine. It was hard to blame him, how- 


. fess Christ for fear of offending his parents. 


ever, there he was—a lone Christian —in the midst 
of the darkness of heathendom., He had a Bible anu 
prayed sometimes, but I fear he could not be con- 
sidered a witness for the Lord Jesus. Later I met 
another Chinese friend, who seemed to love the Lord, 
but who said that he dared not be baptized and — 

1s 
friend was very kind to me and finally came to the 
steamer to see me off. 

While I was in Balik-papan, deep depression ot 
spirit and a feeling of discouragement, doubt, ana 
fear seemed to settle upon my soul. It came upon 
me like a dark, thick cloud of gloom, and I could 
not shake it off. Only His light and joy finally dis- 
pelled the darkness. It did not last long, but it was 
long enough to make me realize that I surely was 
on the enemy’s territory. Yes, here is the place 
where the supreme rule of Satan has never been dis- 
puted. The Prince of Darkness has never been chal- 
lenged here. No messenger of Christ has ever lifted 
up his voice to preach the Gospel in this place, It 
is a place where Christ has not been named. What 
utter darkness! There is no Gospel chapel here. 
Can we open a work for Christ in this place? When? 
Who will go? Whom shall we send? 

Samarinda.—I was anxious to visit Samarinda be- 
cause it is at the mouth of the Kutai or Samarinda 
River and the main entrance to the interior of Borneo 
from the east coast. There are at least four other 
rivers farther north, which are alsq gateways from 
this coast to the interior. The River Kutai is navi- 

able by small steamer for tén days as far as Long- 
ram, and by native craft for many days farther up. 
The Roman Catholic Church has a-mission three days 
inland from Long-Iram,at Lahan, where priests and 
nuns are teaching the people farming, trades, and the 
like. I felt ashamed that the Roman Catholics, with 
so little Gospel, should have gone to the interior of 
Borneo before us. All the-other rivers from the east 
coast, save the Kutai, are I fear navigable only by 
native craft. A Dutch official told me he had traveled 
up one of these rivers ascending terrible and dangerous 
rapids for seventy-five days, and, had come down the 
river, covering the same distance, in ten days. 


Gambling Hells But No Chapel 


Here again is another city of darkness and the same 
mixture of races, I entered a Mohammedan mosque. 
There are Chinese temples here: they looked to me 
ugly enough from the outside. I had no desire to 
enter and look upon the hideous idols, already so 
familiar to me. There are houses of wickedness, and 
gambling hells on all sides, in full swing; bui no 
Gospel chapel. I walked the streets of iad 
by day and by night until its terrible darkness seemed 
almost to penetrate my soul. Our home cities may 
be dark enough, byt there is at least some light of 
the Gospel there. These people “sit in darkness and 
in the shadow of death,” 


“Without a ray of hope or light, 
With future dark as endless night.” 


I met some Chinese Christians here who had been 
baptized as infants in China, but who seemed to have 
forgotten all about it since then. In one store where 
I was telling the people about the Lord Jesus, some 
of the Chinese opposed and ridiculed. One said in 
a loud voice, “God is no good, he only blows the wind 
on us to make us catch a cold.” While I was trying 
to tell them of His love and of the sacrifice for our 
sins on the cross, and feeling the opposition to be 
very strong, an elderly Chinese lady came to my 
help from the rear of the store. Hearing the loud 
talking she came out and said, “I once heard of 
Jesus when I was in China. I don’t know much 
about it, but I know this— Jesus is good, Jesus is 
good.” She repeated this several timet, God bles; 
her and save her. I left Gospel tracts at that and 
many other stores in Samarinda, and will sénd more 
by mail from Wuchow. May they bring some light 
to these souls in awful darkness, 

The population of Dutch Borneo is about 1,800,000. 
Perhaps one-half or moré of this population is located 
in the ports of the east, west, and south coasts, the 
remainder of tthe population is in the interior — wild 
tribes, mostly Dyacks. As we have said, the entire 
east coast is without missionary work, neither is there 
any missionary work on the west coast since the 
Methodist Episcopal Mission has evacuated. The 
entire south coast is also unoccupied with the excip- 
tion of Banjermasin and the work that is done by 
the Basil Mission, and the Dutch State Church up 
the Barito River. 

_A little later on in my trip, on reaching Batavia. 
I had the privilege of interviewing leaders of the 
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Dutch Missions, the Methodist Episcopal Mission, and 
particularly Dr. Slotemaker de Bruine, the Missionary 
Consul.- He was very courteous and helpful, and 
heartily approved of our opening work among the 
Chinese and encouraged us to occupy some of the 
unoccupied areas of the Dutch East indies. He rec- 
ommended the following fields, where no work is 
being done: 


1. The entire east coast of Borneo, with Samar- 
inda and other places as centers. 

2. The west coast of Borneo, with Pontianak and 
other places as centers; the object would be to reach 
“the wild man of Borneo,” the Dyack race, 

3. The Boegis péople on the southwest coast of 
the Celebes, and the wild, races of the interior of the 
Celebes, with Makassar as a center. 
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4. The whole southwestern coast of Sumatra. 


5. A large number of ,smaller islands in the East 
Indies where no Gospel witness has yet been given. 
Dr. Zwemer in his survey of the Malay Archipelago 
calls attention to whole islands and parts of islands 
that are without any missionary work, and. includes 
Banka, Madura, The Flores, Bah, Lombok, and others. 
He estimates the unevangelized population of these 
islands at between six and seven miliion. If the 
Gospel of Christ does not soon enter these fields, the 
influence of Mohammedanism will soon be such as to 
form a most effective barrier to the progress of the 
Gospel. Mohammedanism is rapidly displacing pagan- 
ism. This fact surely makes the evangelization of 
these fields the more urgent. 


Wucnow, SoutH CHINA. 


















The Year’s Work 


A leok backward and a look forward 
By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D., Archeological Editor of The Sunday School Times 
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the trees.” We have pushed forward day 

by day uncovering other and still other old 
civilizations and, all the while, living primarily in the 
present experience with that of yesterday displaced . 
by it. These experiences’ were varied — tragic, hu- 
morous, and pathetic; now horrid heat has enervated 
us and within a few hours we have had to flee for 
shelter to our overcoats. Most days our cook of 
five languages and a fivefold cuisine gave us full, and 
sometimes el ate, menus, and again the larder 
was about Fn and we had to feast on cocoa and 
rice. We have sometimes had delightful nights with 
quiet slumber broken by no ruder awakening than 
the watchman’s soft whistle, the “All’s well” of our 
camp; then again there wege nights, when hour after 
hour we were tormented By those wraith-like sand 
flies which look for all the world like ghosts of 
mosquitoes. , 

Is it any wonder, if, under such circumstances, we 
find it difficult to recall things in order and give 
each day and each discovery its due importance? 
But it is very needful for those who have been read- 
ing, and perhaps also for myself; so I will try to 
look back ever these hectic weeks and feverish ex- 
pectations and try also to peer into the future to see 
what it holds in store for us. 

It‘seems hardly necessary to remind ourselves once 
more that the identification of Tell Beit Mirsim as 
Kirjath-sepher is complete. All requirements, eleven 
in number, have been perfectly met, and the “upper 
spring and the nether spring” still pour out their sweet 
waters as they did when Caleb added them to his 
daughter’s dower, and as they had flowed for two 
thousand years before. 

The history derived from the pottery reveals a 
high culture in Canaanite days: the expert engineer- 
ing skill displayed on the fortifications, the use of 
concrete as a footing for the first great Canaanite 
gateway in the Early Bronze Age; the beautiful, as 
well as useful, pottery in many novel and elegant 
shapes; the furniture inlaid with ivory, itself in turn 
inlaid; the many finely shaped bronze weapons; the 
water and food storage, and the stone water pipes, — 
all these reveal a high material culture. - On the other 
hand, along with this high culture there was the 
lowest and most debasing religion. Much has long 
been known by inference and suggestive customs, but 
now the discovery of the serpent divinity gives a 
startling insight into the cesspool of the most loathe- 
some abominations, of idolatry. How could a people 
sink lower than to worship a snake! : 

The same pottery history. shows that a complete 
change. took place when the Israelites came in. The 


W: FIND it difficult “to see the forest for 


city that Othniel built was far inferior to the city ‘ 


that he destroyed. This first city of the Israelites 
has all the appearance of a squatter settlement. The 


people made use of many of the walls of. the Ca-: 


naanites, which were left standing, as walls for their 


own houses. Their building also was entirely irregu- - 
lar. Apparently each man built where most conveni- " 


ent. There -were no real streets, only. paths led round 
about among: the houses, Instead of the culture of 
the Canaanites, we find only such things as ministered 
to the necessities of an agricultural population. A 
large portion of the space within the walls was 
given up to grain pits. 

Along with this low state of. civilization there 
was, in contrast with the preceding Canaanite period, 
a higher state. of religion. . There is little or ho 
evidence of idolatry, and the simple worship in the 
home as enjoined in Deuteronomy (6:6-9) is rep- 
resented by a little home altar and_a tiny .ceremonial 
lamp om a pedestal exactly suited for service at suc 
an altar. . 

This again is just what should be expected accord- 


ing to the Pentateuchal record. The artistic culture 


of the Israelites who came out. of Egypt would all be - 


lost in the wilderness after the building of the Taber- 
nacle. They who were skilled workmen when they 
came from Egypt, all died, and the young men, having 
nothing to do, certainly did not learn. The. arts 
and crafts perished and they bécame just such a-speo- 
ple as is represented in that scattered settlement at 
Kirjath-sepher after they first occupied the city. But, 
while they lost their arts and crafts in the wilder- 
ness, they were specially instructed and trained in re- 
ligion under the tutelage of Moses for two generations, 
at the same time that the old people corrupted by 
Egyptian idolatry passed off the stage. Such was 
the state of civilization and religion of the Israelites 


in the time of the Judges. and down the course of © 


time to the Monarchy and then to the division of 
the Monarchy. Then Shishak came and destroyed 
the fenced cities of Judah, among them this fortress 
of Kirjath-sepher. Then a completely new era of that 
pottery history begins, that of the kings of Judah. 
This second and last city of the Israelites evinces 
a high state of civilization as well as a high, state 
ef religion. Great defenses for the city were pre- 
pared. . The old Canaanite wall was strengthened 
by the addition of a long line of casemates serving 
at once for the convenience of-the fighting men on 
the wall, that food and munitions might be passed 
up to them, and as traps into which would fall any 
enemy who succeeded in getting’ over the wall and 


was possessed of the idea that he had gotten into the ~ 


city. Wide chariot streets ran through the city. Along 
these streets large and commodious houses were built 
in a regular order. A great industrial development 
included not only the ever present pottery works, but 
weaving, and dyeing and these not only in the isolated, 
individualistic fashion common to the Orient even 
to this day, but including also the introduction of 
the factory system. 

Now with this high state of civilization there was 
also a high state of religion. True, the seeds of cor- 
ruption had already been sown which would ulti- 
mately bring a crop of iniquity. But as yet at the 
-beginning the piety of the good days of the reigns 
of David and Solomon in large measure continued. 
The fame of Sclomon “because of the name of the 
Lord” must have been very great to have reached 
to a distance which, compared with the slowness of 
communication would correspond to the ends of the 
earth today, must have indicated a degree of national 
piety of which the world knows little today. Where 
is the nation which is so widely known “because of 
the name of the Lord”? The great nations are known 
for their industry, their art, and their commerce, 
and their desire to dominate, and especially to exploit, 


- the whole world; but not one of them ‘for “the name 


of the Lord,” except it be among very simple-minded 
people! FX 


hus the pottery history, in every respect, corre- . 


sponds to the written history. 

Again the culture revealed by the excavations is 
exactly that of the Pentateuch for Patriarchal times 
and of. the prophets, both early and late, for their 
own times, and could not be imitated or counterfeited 
at. a much later date. The Canaanite civilization 
of the time .of Abraham and Lot. as being round about 
the cities of the Plain was actually there, and the 
silence of the Biblical record concerning any sub- 
sequent occupation of that region is also precisely in 
_ accord with .the pottery record. The conduct of the 

Patriarchs, eften unexpected. and sometimes bizarre, 

is found to be exactly according to,the Code of Ham- 
_ murabi, the law -of - the ‘land: still. for: long after -the 

Babylonian Empire passed away. . The story of. the 
. descent into Egypt and the reception of the Patriarchs 

there, most amazing, and ordinarily incredible, is found 
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to be exactly in accord with the political situation 
under the Hyksos domination of Egypt. This latter 
also is constantly indicated at that period by the Hyk- - 
sos remains in the ruined cities of Palestine. Hyksos 
pottery and Hyksos scarabs were frequently found 
at Kirjath-sepher as well as at other places in Pales- 
tine. The story of the Conquest arid the date of it, 
not exactly determined in -the Biblical record, but 
near the beginning of the twelfth century B. C., is 
precisely wnat is revealed by the pottery record and 
the layer of burning at Kirjath-sepher. Below this 
everything is Canaanite and above it everything is, 
Israelite. Moreover it is clearly shown to have been 
just at the introduction of the Iron Age, certainly 
about the beginning of the twelfth century B. C: The 


‘culture and the religious life between the Conquest 


and the division of the Monarchy, as we have’ séen, 
was exactly that called for by the Biblical record. 
The great destruction at the end of this period is 
just what was to be expected by a ruthless Egyptian 
king, like Shishak, who destroyed the fenced cities 
of Judah. And, last of all, the high culture under. the 
kings of Judah is fully corroborated by the great 
industrial development, the fine art work in the 
stamped jar handles, and by the great engineering 
work on the’ defenses. 

Turning to the period of the prophets, the great 
lapse in piety is indicated by the mariy Astarte. fig- 
urines found. There is a reminder ‘indeed’ of: -the 
horrible, debasing character of the worship of- the 
Canaanites, which brought upon them the sentence 
of capital punishment, in the lapse into serpent wor- 
ship in the use of Nehushtan, in imitation of the Ca- 
naanite worship, which was suppressed by Hezekiah. 

Now such a finding of the events of human his- 
tory corroborates only historical records: fairly con- 
temporaneous with the events, and’ does not: cor- 
roborate mere folklore and legends, as ‘somie assert 
the Biblical récords to be, and these moreover written 
at a date long subsequent to the events purported to 
be described. Such accuracy of detail could not be 
imitated or counterfeited at a late date. Writers of 
the Babylonian Exile period could not know the facts 
thus so accurately described.- According to their 
theory no documents existed earlier than about the 
middle of the Early Iron Age II, halfway down 
through the divided Monarchy. The science of arche- 
ology was hardly known at all and certainly these 
old cities were not excavated, for they are still, un- 
touched until this present age. The science of pot- 
tery in Bible lands is only about twenty-five years 
old. 
So much for résumé, a look backward; now for 
a glimpse into the future to feel the lure of Kirjath- 
sepher that beckons us. to return, ‘ 

There is the great chariot street. leading up from 
the east gate right through the city at the center and 
apparently over the highest point.. The Citadel? We 
must find out. We have already traced that.street 
to the house with. walls four feet thick; is it a 
palace, a citadel, or a prison? We must learn that 
also. Even in the section of: the city. that we have 
been excavating this year there yet remain two strata 
“to be examined down to the rock foundation of the 
mountain underneath. Then there is in the last of 
the cities that we did uncover along the west side the 
ruins of that great house, palace, or temple, in which 
was the store chamber and from the upper story 
of which fell the monument of Canaanite worship. 
This above all other prospects allures us; there we 
may find other remembrances of Canaanite worship. 
Besides all these attractions, we are now in the strata 
of the Bronze Ages where may be expected cuneiform 
tablets which almost certainly are. somewhere in the 
ruins. We must find them. J 

Here ends the story of Kirjath-sepher in 1928. 

There remains one thing of which our hearts are 
full: thanks to a gracious Providence who through 
storm and sunshine, over land and sea, in dust and 
sirocco, scorching heat and tormenting sand flies, and 
in the bandit country, has ever kept us in safety and 
blessed us with health, given us blessed fellowship 
together, and crowned our labors with success. The 
epost delightful game of life is watching God’s provi- 

ence. 


KIRJATH-SEPHER. 











The Victorious Life 








Coming Victorious Life Conferences 
in the West . 


MAN* urgent invitations have been received by 
the Council of the Victorious Life Testimony 
to hold conferences in the Middle West and Pacific 
Coast states. In response to: these’ requests the Council 
is arranging an extended-tour for:the Rev. L. L. Leg- 
ters and Mr. Addison C. Raws, lasting three or four 
months. They plan to begin meetings the first week 
in January at some point west of the Mississippi 
River, ‘then to go.on through: Washington, Oregon, 
and California, and-return by. way of Arizona, New 
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. Acts 19:1-41; Ephesians 4 : 1-16 


Mexico, and perhaps Texas. The conferences will be of 
six days each, from Sunday.morning to Friday night. 
Those who have attended the. summer conferences at 
Keswick, N.J., or at- other places during the year 
where Mr. .Legters and Mr. Raws have spoken, will 
remember. the blessing that has been brought through 
these two speakers. Mr. Legters, who labored for 
years ,as a. missionary among the Indians of North 
America and who-has done pioneer work of investi- 
gation and survey among the Indians of Central and 
South America, presents the missionary call in an 
extraordinarily convincing way. Mr. Raws has been 
greatly used to bring many into victorious life in 
Christ. They hope to visit. towns and cities from 
which invitations have already come, and if other 
groups of Christians would like to arrange for con- 
ferences information may be obtained and arrange- 
ments made by addressing the Victorious Life Testi- 
mony, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. i - 


Making Room in Growing Schools 
By Jennie E. Stewart 


Bem young folks were clamoring for a room where 
they could have more comfort for. their rapidly 
growing class.: The Primary teachers were demand- 
ing privacy for their classes where the children could 
at least “hear themselves think,” and the mothers 
of Cradle Roll babies were expressing a desire for 
a place to go with fretful children, though they 
were pretty sure they could never get it. 

- It looked as if we had an unsolvable problem, but 
the young folks were not to be so easily downed. 
“Why not put in a mezzanine floor, or a gallery, or 
something across the back?” suggested one member 
of the class. The rest took up the suggestion, and 


together wey raised enough money not only for the ~ 
balcony 


ut for curtains as well and some low benches 
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Blessed results in a post in charge of the son 
of a former Congo missionary 


Those who desire to share in the. work of the Belgian 
Charles G.- Trumbull, 323-327 North 


E ARE nearing- the town of Enghien, where 

one of the posts of the Belgian Gospel Mis- 

sion is situated. .We have left Brussels in the 
late afternoon accompanied by a small party, large 
enough to fill the Mission automobile, for we do not 
like empty places as we fare forth to distant stations, 
and. the larger the group coming from Headquarters 
the greater the joy of those in the provinces whom 
we are going to visit. It is not a long trip; in less 
than an hour we shall be there, and it is pleasant to 
journey through the Belgian countryside, flowering 
out in springtime splendor. We pass through Hal, 
ancient resort of pilgrims, skirting the canal of 
Charleroi and passing near to the old cathedral with 
its wealth of treasure given by famous kings long 
since returned to dust. How impressive is the roster 
of the’ donors of this cathedral treasuré; Emperor 
Maximilian I, Charles V, Pope Julius II, and Henry 
VIII of England. But neither the display of this 
treasure, nor the sight of Hal’s famous “Black 
Virgin” hold any interest for us, and wé press for- 
ward to our destination, Enghien. 

As we near the town we pass the wonderful old 
park of the Duc d’Arenberg with its broad acres of 
forest and garden; and its old ivy-clad chapel and 
Capuchin convent, adorned in prodigal profusion with 
figures and ornaments in the style of the early Italian 
Renaissance. Here, too, all speaks of a departed 
glory, for this vast estate is now wuntenanted, as it 
was confiscated after the war from its German owners, 
the d’Arenbergs. 

Now we are entering Enghien—a town of lace 
makers— and soon we draw up before the hospitable 
looking house with its broad window filled with Gos- 
pel literature of all’ kinds, which is the Mission’s 

eadquarters in this place. As our car halts just 
opposite, one of our number cries out, “Look just here 
against the wall at these placards.” We read what 
they contain pityingly, for we have seen their like 
before—hostile placards, prepared by the Society 
of Jesuits in this place, and spread all over the town. 
How futile it is to seek to answer their sophistries 
and misconstructions; but the best answer is to be 
found in the great window display just across the 
way, in thé wisely chosen texts and statements. from 

spel leaders. Then the door opens and our friends, 
the Bentleys, take us into their arms and hearts. We 
find our friend Mr. Bentley looking soméwhat care- 
worn; little wonder —not only has he had to super- 
intend-a revival movement, and the forming and wise 
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for the kiddies. Now the young people had only to 
cut some of the back pews into sections, put in new 
ends, and arrange to pull them about in a sort of 
double ‘semicircle behind’ their curtains, and they 
were safe from any noticeable confusion. 

The Primary children climbed the narrow little 
stairway and found short seats that they could draw 
close about their teachers or draw out to the edge 
of the balcony when they desired to hear what was 
going on in the front of the church. The little pews 
were made twelve and fourteen inches high. The 
mothers: found that they could go up there with their 
little ones and be seated in the higher benches while 
the children used the low ones, and all be comfortable. 
There was even a screen, behind which a mother 
with a fretful baby could retire. Everybody was 
satisfied at a very low expense. 


A country Sunday-school south of Hastings, Neb., 


. felt the need of a social meeting place more adapt- 


able than the one room of the church. 

The women,and girls in true country style got busy 
and raised a fund stifficient to buy material for ‘ce- 
menting and equipping a basement social room, but 
there was not enough to pay labor bills, too. So the 
men and boys, not to be outdone, got busy and did 
the excavating at odd times, donating tools and 
horses to draw the scrapers and cart away the dirt. 
Then they put on the cement, built the tables with 
saw horse supports, put in cupboards, and other built- 
in features. 

It wasn’t such a big undertaking for men who 
were used to hard work and had the tools to do it 
with, They enjoyed immensely the working bees 
together and the meals the women and girls prepared 
for them to eat picnic fashion. By the time the job 
was. done everybody in the neighborhood was in on 
it, and a strong feeling of neighborhood sociability 
had sprung up to be carried right on after the room 
was in readiness for social affairs. 


Bouver, Co o. 








By Edith F. Norton 
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Mission may send their gifts to the Treasurer, 
rteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


guidance of a large new group of believers, but also 
to steer his harque through the troubléed-waters of 
calumny and organized persecution. The light of the 
Christian warrior is in his eye, and our thought travels 
back to another picture. 

It is*a generation ago in the heart of the Belgian 
Congo. A pioneer Baptist missionary is steaming 
slowly. up a small tropical river, into the heart of a 
hostile country peopled by blacks of treacherous 
repute. As the little boat slowly pushés forward, lo, 
the banks are lined with wild looking warriors, sav- 
agely decorated with ochéer in full battle panoply. 
They boldly throw themselves into the water, and 
soon will be swarming onto the little steamer. It is 
a critical moment. A divinely inspired impulse com 
to the missionary’s wife. She darts into the smal 
cabin and emerges with their baby boy, crowing and 


laughing after his bath. As the first of the savages- 


swarm on deck, they are met by a serenely smiling, 
self-possessed woman, who places in their savage 
arms her white-clad baby boy. This act of confidence 
staggers them, and completely disarms their belligerent 
intention. From hand to hand is passed the baby, 
each time a transfer is made adding a little to the 
accretion of paint that soon causes his little white 
dress to lose all its immaculateness. But now the 
danger is passed, smiles have succeeded the frowns, 
and the missionaries are permitted unmolested to go 
on their way. This missionary was no other than 
the sainted Holman Bentley, and it is his erstwhile 
baby son who today greets us at the door of the 
Mission. es 

We know from what has transpired here in Enghien, 
that it is a true son of Hoiman. Bentley who is today 
standing in this place of peril and of tremendous re- 
sponsibility, and we know that those who read_ these 
ae will also pray for him and for his devoted 
wife. 

The meeting is scheduled for six o’clock, and to 
describe adequately what takes place during the next 
three hours would be impossible, — it is a foretaste of 
Heaven upon earth. 

The hall is soon filled with nearly a hundred people 
and after addresses by ourselves, much singing, and 
a repast of coffee and cakes furnished by these people 
themselves, the true business of the meeting com- 
mences, that of testimony on the part of the new 
converts. We léan forward breathless so as not to 
lose a word. First arises a young man; he tells us 
that although he had a woud salary, he drank and 
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squandered it all each week. By Monday his Satur- 
day’s pay would be gone and then it was_borrow here 
and there until next pay day. In his home quarreling 
was continuous. But let it not be said the Belgian 
has no sense of .humor, for when he solemnly says, 
“Constant quarreling has given way to kissing,” every- 
one is convulsed with laughter. ‘He also tells us that 
after he had come to our meetings and found peace, 
he could in no way induce his wife to enter until he 
had promised her a new dress, but this brought her 
and now she is rejoicing in Christ. She also testified, 
as a matter of fact she testified twice. 

From another part of the hall rose a solid looking 
man. He did not take long for his remarks, but he 
assured us that he was saved and that he was a 
“Protestant” —a word hated by outsiders —a “Prot- 
estant through and through,” so as to leave no doubt 
on the subject. 

Then spoke an Englishman, partly in French and 
partly in English. He, too, had been recently con- 
verted; his home also had been transformed. We 
all but laughed aloud when he assured us solemnly 
that he could not say he had everistruck his wife, 
but he was suré he had thrown things at her. 
We were glad his aim had been no better. On the 
front seat sat a nice looking man, who struggled with 
tears throughout the service. His accomplished 
daughter was at the organ, a student at the con- 
servatory at Brussels, his was the first time he 
confessed openly his faith in Christ. Well might he 
weep, for but a little before he had been seen beating 
his daughter for coming to our meetings. 

A young man with a bright face arises at one side 
and tells of his conversion during the war through 
reading the New Testament. His wife is sitting at 
the back next to Mrs. Bentley. These friends have 
long prayed for her conversion. During a break in 
the flow of testimonies Mr. Bentley asks if any would 
this night accept Christ. This woman raises her 
hand, and Mr. Bentley’s voice breaks as he gives 
thanks to God for thus blessedly answering his prayer. 

A dear old woman, whose converted husband is pres- 
ent, stands and tells how she found Christ. From a 
life of the most hopeless sorrow caused by bereave- 
ment, she is now peaceful and happy. Her daughter 
and husband near by have also been converted and 
together they rise with two children of the third 
generation, also saved, to testify to the power and 
goodness of God. 

,What a night it was! Unforgettable! For three 
hours the service went on, until the lateness of the 
hour showed us we must be returning to Brussels. 
Perhaps the thing that lingers longest in our minds 
is the sight of the faces of some of the strong men 
present, men with. intelligent, serious faces covered 
with tears as constantly they struggled to conceal 
their emotions. It is a blessed movement of the 
Holy Spirit there in Enghien, and as we departed we 
realized that we had been sitting in the presence of 
the Son of God, and to His care we left the safe- 
keeping of these precious souls, and the lives of those 
who are their tender under-shepherds. 

Brussexs, BELGIum. 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 

















Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is 
ready, but they which were bidden were not wortiry 
[axioi] (Matt. 22:8). 


AUL uses the same word to the Jews in their 

synagogue in Pisidia. “But seeing ye put it from 
you, and judge yourselves not worthy [axioi] of ever- 
lasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles” (Acts 14: 46). 
Indeed the parallel between the rejection of Christ 
and of his servant Paul is so close that one almost 
could believe Luke had the parable in mind when he 
wrote the history. Jesus prophesied specifically the 
coming of armies, the destruction of the murderous 
Jews, and the burning of their city (Matt. 22:7). 
Paul quotes Habakkuk’s fulfilled prophecy of the 
destruction of Jerusalem by the Chaldeans (Acts 
13:40) and holds it up as a picture of what was 
again coming upon Jerusalem in case of continued 
obstinacy. Jesus declares those bidden to the mar- 
riage feast not worthy and sends his invitation out 
into the highways (diexodous), the great Roiman 
thoroughfares, symbols of the universal empire of 
Rome with its Gentile populations. Paul says, “Seeing 
ye ... judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting 
life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles” to bear “salvation 
unto the ends of the earth” over those same Rothan 
roads, the Via Egnatia, the Via Valeria, the Via 
Flaminia, and the rest. 


For the Son of man shall come in the glory 
of his Father with his angels; and then he shall 
reward every man according to his works. 


For shall come the Son of man. Mellei gar is 
placed at the head of the sentence, the place of 
emphasis. This verb mello “serves to express in 
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general a settled futurity,” something that is deter- 
mined beforehand and is certain to come about. “This 
is Elias, which was for to come [Ho mellon erchest- 
hai]” (Matt. 15; 14), whose coming was prophesied 
in Malachi, “He spake of his decease which he should 
accomplish at Jerusalem” (Luke 9:31), hen emellen 
pleroun, he was destined to fulfill, as certain as sunset; 
and (John 11:51) “he prophesied that Jesus should 
die for that nation,” emellen ho Iesous. The second 
coming in the glory of the Father is predetermined 
as was the first coming in humiliation. 

This coming is our hope and no nightmare to us. 
“For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, ... 
nor things present, nor things to come [mellonta — 
scheduled to come] ... shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God.” “Things present, nor things 
to come can have no peril, for He who holds his 
people in his hands is and is to come” {Bishop Moule). 
“Severed from me ye can do nothing,” is an alter- 
native reading of John 15:5. But Paul answers, 
“Who shall sever us [chorisei] from the love of 
Christ? ... I am persuaded that ... [nothing] shall 
be able to sever us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

New Hampton, .N. H. 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 


Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. No names or addiesses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 











Dear Mother Ruth: I enjoy reading your column in the 
Times very much, and so I am writing to ask you if you 
would mind giving your advice on a question which I 
have been asked about. A young lady I know is very 
tond ef her cousin, and he wants her to marry him. Do 
you think it would be right for her to do so? In the last 
chapter of Numbers the daughters of a certain tribe were 
commanded to marry their fathers’ brothers’ sons, so as 
to preserve the inheritance. I have heard that in the United 
States there is a law forbidding cousins to marry and I was 
wondering if it is forbidden in the Bible. If it is, of course 
we’ know it would be wrong to do so.—‘“CANADIAN.” ~*~ 

EAR “CANADIAN”: An answer to this ques- 

tion was given in the Notes on Open Letters in 
The Sunday School Times of January 20, 1923, and 
as it is so full I have asked the Editor if I might have 
it reprinted, so that you and some others who have 
asked the question may have the advantage of these 
sound, sane thoughts on the question. 


A Christian physician who is a warm personal 
friend of The Sunday School Times, and who is 
utterly devoted to his Lord while at the same time 
keeping in touch with the -best present-day medical 
knowledge, and who looks to the Word of God as 
the final and infallible authority, has been asked by 
the Editor to discuss this question of the marriage 
of cousins. Before giving his reply, it is interesting 
to note that in a recent article on the editorial page 
of the Philadelphia Public Ledger (of December 26, 
1922), Dr. Vernon Kellogg, of the National Research 
Council, wrote on “Cousin Marriages,” and said in 
part: 


Are such marriages dangerous for the probable prog- 
eny?... 

And it can be dangerous, just as it can be in animal 
breeding, but not for the urqualified \reason that the 
parents are closely related. 

It is dangerous when there is a heritable fault or 
weakness in the common stock from which both par- 
ents spring, even though one or both of these parents do 
not reveal this weakness in bodily manifestation. . . . It 
is necessary then, in order to predict the probable re- 
sults of a first-cousin marriage, to know something pretty. 
definitely about the genealogical record of the parents; 
that is, whether there has been in their ancestors a re- 
appearing hereditary trait of bad character. When there 
has not, the mere close relationship of the parents is 
not, in itself, a matter to worry about. When there has 
been, then there is danger just as there is in the case 
of the marriage of unrelated persons who derive from 
two quite separate stocks in one or both of which a bad 
hereditary trait has been persistently present. Finally, 
when. nothing is known of the hereditary history. of first 
cousins, martriage between them may well be considered 
hesitantly because of the chances of thus bringing together 
a double germinal dose of a bad heritable characteristic. . .. 

The danger, then, in first-cousin marriages, is in the 
uniting of two persons with a common bad germinal 
constitution derived from a common stock marked by 
a bar sinister. But this also is a danger in any mar- 
riage between two unrelated persons, both of whom are 
derived from stock similarly hereditarily tainted. The 
safe = 2 do ‘in any contemplated marrying is to 
do one’s st to find out the genealogical history, with 
special regard to heritable traits, which lies behind each 
of the would-be parents. That, at least, is one of the 
useful ‘eugenical things that can be done without ex- 
posing oneself to the cry of “crank.” 


The fuller comments of the Christian physician to 
whom the Editor has referred the letter for discus- 
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sion are in agreement with Dr. Kellogg’s position, and 
are as follows: 

_ There does not seem to be in the Bible any prohi- 
bition of the marriage of first cousins, or kin of re- 
moter degree. The marriage of blood relations of 
closer degree is, however, expressly forbidden in the 
Levatical code (Lev. 18). But the law of Leviticus 
does not seem ¢o forbid the union of first cousins. 
There are those who hold that degree of consan- 
guinity to: be also included in the regulations there 
laid down. Speaking generally, the Christian churches 
and civilized countries have, in their ecclesiastical and 
civil laws, recognized the marriage of first cousins. 
The Church of England formerly forbade it. The 
Greek and Roman Catholic Churches forbid it; the 
Roman Catholic Church, however, reserves the right 
of concession in the matter. There may bé other 
exceptions to the general statement. 

There is a-popuiar prejudice against blood mar- 
riage of even first cousins; and among Christian peo- 
ple, at any rate, the impression prevails that they are 
wrong, and attended with unfortunate results in the 
offspring. That defective and abnormal children are 
not infrequently met with in such families is not to 
be *gainsaid. It is perhaps natural, because of the 
prejudice against such unions, to attribute any ill- 
effects noted in the offspring to consanguinity. But 
it does not necessarily follow that these are the re- 
sult of the consanguineous marriage. 
remembered that one seldom knows personally many 
instances of first-cousin marriages; and we are apt 
to form hasty and superficial conclusions upon scant 
firsthand data, being influenced by hearsay and pre- 
conceived notions. The defects or anomalies of -chil- 
dren of unrelated parents are far less likely to be. 
thought significant. 


A careful study of the medical statistics available 


does not bear out the popular belief in the injurious- 
ness of blood marriages of this degree. Intermar- 
riage was very common among ancient peoples, ‘in- 
cluding the Israelites prior to the institution of the 
Mosaic law. At the present time the Copts of Egypt 
are outstanding examples of the practice. The testi- 
mony of many missionaries in a position to observe 
closely is that, so far as their observation goes, it 
does not appear to be physically harmful. 


It is to be 
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The statistics show many instances of mentally and 
physically abnormal children; but they show. also -as 
many apparently perfectly healthy children. Again 
speaking generally and perhaps dogmatically, it may 
be said that the ill-effects of consanguineous unions 
have been greatly exaggerated; and that the danger 
from such unions is the danger of transmission to 
the offspring of hereditary tendéncies to physical and 
nervous. diseases. Blood marriages may bring to- 
gether and intensify or accéntuate certain family ten- 
dencies. These “same tendencies or predispositions 
would as certainly bé transmitted by either parent 
through marriage with a non-relative, though not. to 
such a degrée. In a word, it has not been clearly 
demonstrated that consanguineous marriages are phy- 
sically harmful. . 

But while there does not appear to be anything 
wrong per se in first cousins marrying, it is probably 
as a general thing unwise, and should be entered upon 
only after careful deliberation. 

Where. Christians contemplate a consanguineous 
marriage they should spread the whole matter before 
their Lord for clear and definite guidance as to what 
is his will and for his glory. Ought they not to wait 
upon God until assured that only his will is their 
desire? Under his guidance in seeking that will, they 
should ‘consult some Christian physician in whose 
judgment and advice they have confidence. They 
ought to be assured in their -own minds : that. it: is 
God’s will for them before ‘moving forward. “In 
nothing be anxious, -but in .everything by prayer: and 
supplication” (Phil. 4:6). “Commit thy way unto 
Jehovah: trust also in him, and: he will bring it; to 

s” (Psa. 37: 5). - “If any of you lack wisdom,,let 

im ask of God”. (James 1:5), “The meek: will he 
guide in justice; and the meek will he teach his way 
. » » what. man is he. that-feareth Jehovah? him shall 


-he instruct in the way that he shall choose” (Psa, 25: 


9-12). “All the paths of Jehovah are. lovingkindness 
and truth” (Psa. 25:10), and. “All things. work 
> a for good to them that love God” (Rom. 8: 


Perhaps the matter is simple, after-all. When we 
bring our problems into the presence of our Master 


and lay them at his feet, light breaks, conviction - 


grows, peace and gladness come. 
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A lesson that America may learn from Russia 














Revival ? | 


By Oswald J. Smith 
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HY is there no spirit of revival in our midst 
today? My answer is: because there is no spir- 
itual hunger. 

When I visited the Russian mission fiefs I saw 
God working, and was reminded most vividly of what 
I knew of the revivals of Charles G. Finney. I had 
read of revival work, but had never before seen it 
as I did in Latvia and Poland. 

Talk about hunger! Why, the people would walk 


thirty miles or drive with horses and wagons two. 


hundred miles to attend our meetings. Services lasted 
three hours or ionger and, in some cases, we held 
three such services each day, and‘then heard the peo- 
ple complaining ‘thaz” they were not getting enough. 
In one place they met in a service of their own ‘in 
the early morning hours, before we ever appeared on 
the scene, making four services. in all each day. 

No need to spend money on advertising. One told 
another and everybody came until they were standing’ 
in the aisles, sitting in every available space on the 
platform, crowding the largest auditoriums so that 
scarcely another person could squeeze in. Well do 
I remember preaching to three thousand in a Lutheran 
church. Oh, how they listened! Yes, and in the open 
air it was the same. For three hours I have seen 
them stand in the rain, men, women, and children, so 
hungry were they. 

And oh, how God worked! From the very com- 
mencement the spirit of revival was in the air. They 
prayed, sang, and testified, the tears streaming down 
their cheeks. With. stricken hearts they listened to 
the messages, and when the invitation was ‘given, 
flocked to the front and, falling on their knees, their 
eyes ‘overflowing with tears, cried to for mercy. 

No man who has ever seen such things can ever 
be the same again. My whole outlook on Christian 
work underwent a change. True revival sobers, en- 
ergizes, burdens, and creates a hunger that nothing 
else can satisfy. 

I have traveled over England, Canada, and the 
United States. I have. gone from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific and from the Gulf of Mexico to the Great 
Lakes again and again. I have attended the best evan- 
gelistic meetings and listened’ to the greatest evan- 
gelists and Bible teachers on the continent. But I 
have never anywhere seen duplicated what I saw on 
the Russian mission fields. 

And why? - What is the explanation? Has God 








forsaken America? Is he through with Canada? Has 
England had her chance?) Why is there no great 
revival anywhere in these, countries today?. Simply 
because the supreme prerequisite for revival is lack- 
ing. That which I-saw in continental Europe I have 
yet to see here. Hunger! _ My friends, there is no 
real, true, deep spiritual hunger: in’ this country, no 
heart-searching after Things fill our vision. 
We have so many comforts ‘and even luxuries that we 
don’t feel our need of God. If God were to strip, us 
as a nation of everything’ we po%sess,.it- might prove 
to be our salvation. i 


People here do not want to attend meetings. It © 


takes hundreds of dollars. worth of advertising even 
to interest them. The. theaters and moving picture 
shows are thronged; the dance: halls, beaches, and 
parks crowded, but. our churches’ are empty. | People 
would never dream of walking even ten miles to attend 
a sefvice, nor would: they..stand for three’. hours in 
the open air to hear the Gospel. Hence my ‘diagnosis 
that there is no hunger; The nicer the day: the greater 
the temptation for an auto ride. --God must take a 
second or third place. The Russian people have but 
little of this world’s goods; hence. the spiritual hunger 
for the riches of God. 

Let us who have a hunger—and, thank God, there 
are many here-and there — take a lamentation for 
the people of Great. Britain and America, and call upon 
God to create that hunger without which there can 
be ‘no genuine revival. : 


Los ANGELES, Cat. 


“Your life is hid with Christ in God” (Col. 3:3). 
Our feet tread the.sand of the desert, but our names 
are on His heart and our life is hid with Him. It 
ts perfectly true that many of us do not realize the 
hidden life in all its becuty, or its peace, or the in- 
exhaustible provision that we have. in the glorified 
Christ: This life is nevertheless a glorious fact; our 
darkened vision, or our changeable feelings can no 
more destroy this glorious fact of the hidden life than 
they can keep the sun from shining. This life is a 
reality for every child of God, for the youngest and 
the weakest, as well as for the oldest believer who is 
advanced in the faith; This life depends neither on 
age, nor on intelligence, nor on strength, but on union 
with a living Saviour—A. B., in Méditations Quotidi- 
ennes. 
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Lesson for October 7 
Acts 19.: 1-41; ‘Ephesians 4 : 1-36 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





— renee 














creer 


LESSON 1. OCTOBER 7. PAUL IN EPHESUS 
International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 19: 1-41; Ephesians 4 : 1-16 
Golden Text.—We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God afore prepared that we should walk in them.—Eph. 2: 10 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Thou, Whose almighty Word 

Chaos and darkness heard, 
And took their flight; 

Hear us, we humbly pray, 

And, where the Gospel day 

Sheds not its glorious ray, 
Let there. be light ! 


The Historical Setting 
AUL was in Ephesus from October 53 to Jan- 
uary 56. During this period, in A. D. 54, Nero 
become emperor. And while the Gospel was 

freeing men’s lives in Ephesus, the profligate emperor 

was destroying them in Rome. 

Verse by Verse 

Acts 19:8.—He entered into the synagogue. Ephe- 


Foreword 


—Marriott. 


_ gus was one of the three great cities of the East, 


the other two being Antioch in Syria and Alexandria 
in Egypt. Ephesus was less than. three miles from 
the .sea, on the river Cayster which, during the 
Roman period, was navigable as far as the city. 
Ephesus competed with Miletus for the transit traffic 
to the Far East. It was a regulation that the Roman 
governors under the Empire must land at Ephesus 
on their way to the East, and the system of roads 
made the city very easily accessible from all parts 
of the Province of Asia. The commercial prosperity 
of the city depended upon- the keeping open of the 
Cayster channel. But this was difficult on account 
of the heavy deposits’of silt carried down by the river. 
Now, and for many centuries past, the harbor. of 
Ephesus has ‘been a mere. marsh. Even in Paul’s 
time ships running between the North A®gean ports 
and Syria had come to avoid Ephesus unless com- 
pelled to load or discharge there (Acts 20: 16). 
The history of Ephesus goes back to very ancient 
times. It is said to haye been founded originally: by 
the’ Carians and the Leleges, a tribe which inhabited 
Laconia about 1490 B..C.. The city was burned by 


. the Amazons. It was afterward rebuilt by the Ionians 


about 1043 B. C. It was subdued by Cyrus 544 B. C., 
but. revolted from the Persians ss! B. C. It was de- 
stroyed by an earthquake in A. D. 17, but was rebuilt 
by . Tiberius. 

The history of Ephesus for some three hundred 
years before Christ turned on the opposition between 
the city and the temple. The city population was 
chiefly Greek. Consequently it stood for progress, 
freedom, and. maritime enterprise. The native 
populace. centered round the temple whose priests 
were its leaders. It stood for ignorance and stagna- 
tion. The proximity and importance of the temple 
always gave it an immeifse power in the city. 

It is noteworthy that throughout. this chapter in 
Acts the city officials are represented as friendly to 
Paul. The opposition comes from those whose in- 
terests were identified with the. temple. 

Verse 9.—T yrannus. As the Revised Version reads, 
it implies that this was a public building. If so 
it miust have been loaned to Paul-by the authorities 
charged with the duty of its upkeep. But it seems 
very improbable either that such a formal recognition 


of Christianity should have been ‘granted or that > 


Paul: should have accepted such a -concession which 
would necessarily have identified him to some ex- 
tent. with heathen customs and regulations. Prob- 
ably therefore, the reading of the Authorized Ver- 
sion is to be preferred here: One Tyrannus. This 
must mean a private and not a public building. Either 
Tyrannus was the teacher. who ordinarily. used the 
building, or else he was the owner who let it to 
Paul. In either case, a certain amount of friendliness 
is implied. The whole episode reminds us forcibly 
of the difficulties that missionaries often encounter 
today in Chinese cities in renting a house. 


Vetse 10—Asia, means the Roman Province of 
that name. This included the western ports ofthe 
great peninsula now. called Asia Minor. It com- 
prised the countries Mysia, Lydia, and Caria, the 
‘great part of Phrygia with the Dorian, Ionian, and 

olian coast cities, the Troad, and the islands off 
the coast (Samos, Patmos, Cos, and so on). 


Verse .19—Magical arts. Ephesus was one of the 
-great centers of magic. And a kind of magical for- 
mula called Ephesian letters became famous. This 
feature of our lesson will-afford a useful opportunity 
in the. older classes to warn the pupils against the 
growing cults of various kinds of magic which are 
becoming popular today. From stupid little super- 
Stitions, like believing in luck and mascots, right up 
to ‘Spiritism, the whole system of tyranny over the 


Reading: Eph. 3: 14-21. 
Topic: Paul’s Bravery Against a Crowd. 

Lesson Material: Acts 19: 1-41. 

Memory Verse: Be strong and of good courage,—Josh. 1: 9. 
Junior Topic: Paul’s Bravery Against a Crowd. 

: Lesson Material: Acts 19: 1-41. 
Memory Verse: The Lord is my light and my salvation, 
nen Oe I oe ae 2 . ae 

Intermediate Senior Topic : Outgrowing Superstition. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Growing Together in Christ. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Acts -19 :8-10, 18-20; Eph. 4 : 11-16 
Acts 19:8 And he entered into the synagogue, and spake 
boldly for the space of three ths, r ing and per- 
suading as to the things concerning the kingdom of God. 
9 But. when some were. hardened and disobedient, speaking 
evil of the Way before the multitude, he departed from 
them, and séparated the disciples, reasoning daily in the 
school of Tyrannus. 10 And this continued for the space 
of two years; so that all they that dwelt in Asia heard the 

Werd of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks. 


38 Maniy also of them that had believed came, confessing, 
and declaring their deeds. 19 And. not a few of them that 
practised magical arts brought their books together and 
burned them in the sight of all; and they counted the price 
of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces: of silver. 20. 
So mightily grew the word of the Lord and prevailed. 


Eph. 4:11 And he gave some to be apostles; and some; 
prophets; sand ‘some, evangélists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; 12 for the perfecting of the saints, unto the work 
of ministering, unto the building up of the body of Christ: 
13 till we all attain unto the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a fullgrown man, unto 
the measure of the stature of the fulmess of Christ: 14 that 
‘we may be no longer children, tossed to and‘ fro and car- 
ried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of 
men, in craftiness, after the wiles of error; 15 but 4 speak- 
ing truth in love, may grow up in all things into him, who 
is the head, even Christ; 16 from whom all the body fitly 
framed and knit together ? through that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the working in due measure of each 
several part, maketh the increase of the body unto the 
building up of itself in love. 

1Or., dealing truly. *Gr., through every joint of the 
supply: 

Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 











human mind is utterly opposed to the Bible. And very 
often the young folks get drawn into these things 
by imperceptible degrees. They begin with some 
magic game. at a Christmas party. ‘ These things 
may be innocent enough so far as the children and 
young people are concerned, ‘but there is no doubt 
that they are often the means by which Satan gets 
a stranglehold on young lives. 


Ephesians 4:11.—He gave. These men were God’s 
gift to his church. Apostles. Apostle is Greek, and 
missionary is Latin, but etymologically they both mean 
the same. The words signify those who are sent 
on an errand or mission. The word apostle is used 
in two senses in the New Testament. (1) Of a mem- 
ber of the eleven. These were specially qualified by 
reason of being personal eyewitnesses to the life and 
work and, above all, the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus (Acts 1:21, 22). (2) It is applied to men like 
Barnabas. (Acts 14:14), and so comes nearer to our 
modern term missionary. 





The Bonfire 
By Amos R. Wells 


i he eee them and throw them in, all the forms 
of raging sin, all the idols loved of yore, all 
the books of magic lore, all the shrines superbly 
wrought imaging unholy thought, all of supersti- 
tion’s art feeding passion in the heart. Hurl them 
and hurl them in, shadowy forms of secret sin, 
inner urging, inner stress, hidden lurking shameless- 
ness. Crawling lust and smoldering ire, fling them 
on the blazing fire! Envy, hatred, pride, conceit, 
let them shrivel in the hedt. Pile the mischief 
mountain-high, till the flames assail the sky: leave 
no wickedness behind, tainting body, soul, and 
mind.. Do not reckon it as lost, make no count of 
any cost; what is boundless store of wealth to the 
soul’s eternal health? Heed not what the critics 
say: you are wise and fools are they. What they 
keep and you destroy, theirs the sorrow, yours the 
joy. Throw them in, yes, throw them in, all the 
lures and baits of sin! Sweep the mansion clean 
and bare: God himself will enter there. 














Prophets. This word also has two uses. (1) It is 
used. of a man speaking by special divine revelation, 
and so foretelling the future (e. g Agabus, Acts 21: 
10). (2) It seems to be used of ordinary. preaching 
(1 Cor. :14:1-3). In the New Testament, as in 
the Old, the function of prophecy is primarily to 
tell forth God’s message. Secondarily, as authenticat- 


ing the divine character of the miessage, was the gift 


of foretelling things to come (cf. Isa. 48:6). Evan- 
gelists. (1) Writers of the Gospels. (2) As here, 
itinerant preachers usually sent on a -special mission. 
Pastors and teachers. Since.these words are joined 
together it seems as if the two offices are thought of 
as being held by the same person. These men were 
stationary and attached to one particular church, 
while all the other officers were necessarily itinerant. 


Verse 12—For the perfecting of the saints. The 
for represents the ultimate end; unto the work of 
ministering, unto the building up of the body of 
Christ represents the immediate object in view. The 
ministering and: the edifying .of- the. Church’. will -re- 
sult in the perfecting of the undeveloped Christians. 
This is the designed end. And the whole process will 
go on until the effects are “seen as inverse 13. This 
is clearly intended to. suggest what ought to be the 
case now, though alas! it so seldom is. Yet onthe 
other. hand, its. full consummation is to be looked 
for when Jésus comes (1 John 3: 2, 3). 


Verse 14—No longer children. We begin by being 


-pabes in Christ... But the baby is intended to grow 


up. A child is the most beautiful thing in creation. 
But an adult with a child’s development is the. most 
repellent. Christians are expected to. go on from 
grace to grace.. Each fresh experience of the love 
of God in Christ is meant to lead to a firmer trust 
and a more prompt obedience. 

Verse 15.—Speaking truth: This*is contrasted with 
the wiles of error of the preceding: verse. Purity of 
doctrine is one of the essentials-of the fully developed 
Christian ‘life: The other is loyalty ‘of discipleship; 
“speaking the truth” hardly gives an adequate sense. 
We should, rather translate; “Being followers. of 
truth.” The word is a very wide and general one, and 
covers all life. Christians -are to -be those whose 
whole lives are saturated with the truth of God, and 
should exhibit the results of that ‘saturation in ‘char- 
acter and conduct. In love introduces the further 
idea that such growth and development normally take 
place in association with fellow Christians. This is 
dealt with more fully in the following verses. Christ 
is the head of. the body. But all. Christians are to 
take their part in contributing to the growth and 
heaith of the whole. 


A Lesson Outline 
1. Deliverance from old” bondage 
2. Development of the new life 
3. Delight. in the new service , 


Golden Topics 


1, The Gospel delivers from superstition and error. 
Contrast this: with the mistaken notion that true Science 
and the Bible are ‘opposed. It was only when the 
Bible had prepared the way at the Reformation that 
science was able to begin to make its great discov- 
eries. It is just the same today, In the dark places 
of the earth ignorance and. superstition are. still >rife. 
When the Bible is. brought to a people then follow 
enlightenment and emancipation from ‘the bondage. of 
fear. And those are the prerequisites of all progress. 


2. Note the similitudes employed in Ephesians for 
the Church of God. It is spoken’ of as a building 
(2:21); a body (4: 16); a bride (5:27). The three 
figures suggest the ideas of fixity; vitality, and beauty. 
The Church of God is -fixed and definite both in. its 
numbers and in its form and content. Note the ex- 
pression, “Form of doctrine’ (Rom. 6:17). ‘The 
Church is living and vigorous becausé it is permeated 
by the life of. Christ himself. This life: is. ministered 
to it by the Holy Ghost.. And theft the’ Church is 
beautiful, at least-in His’ eyes, “People may not see 
much beauty in‘ it, and certainly. very often we see 
none in ourselves. The ‘best Of us has to cry, “In 
my flesh dwelleth no good thing” (Rom. 7: 18). But 
notwithstanding this, we are a people for God’s own 
possession (1. Pet. 2:9). 

3: Observe especially the figure of ‘the body and its 
members. Each member contributes something to 
the well-being of the whole body. Each contribution 
is unique, and if one fails to give his help the whole 
body suffers. This should be carefully applied not 
merely to the church as a whole, but to the Sunday- 
schuol and to the class. Of course, the personal rela- 
tion with the Lord is the first thing. But our con- 
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sequent relation to one another must not be lost sight 
of. We are too apt to be careless about team work. 
We leave that to sacerdotalists to put the truth into 
quite wrong perspective. But that is no reason for 
our faiure to teach it altogether. : 


The Practical Aim 


To show the pupils the effect of the Gospel on men’s 
minds. 


Final Word 
There is a Lamp whose steady light 
Guides the poor traveler in the night: 
’Tis God’s own Word! Its beaming ray 
Can turn the midnight into day. 


There is a Storehouse of rich fare, 
Supplied with plenty and to spare; 
‘Tis God’s own Word! It spreads a feast 
For every hungering, thirsty guest. 
—H. J. Betts. 
TuNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 


ve 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and séarch- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Hawden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane, Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


H°” long was Paul in: Ephesus? 
2. Was this Paul’s first visit to Ephesus? 

3. Why was Ephesus an important point for a Gospel 
mission ? a 

4. What new light did Paul bring to a “certain” twelve 
disciples in Ephesus 

5. Who had preceded Paul in teaching in Ephesus? 

6. In what special way did God help Paul in his 
ministry in Ephesus? \ 

7. What sign, so often noted in the life of Jesus, fol- 
lowed Paul’s preaching in Ephesus? 

8. What foundation principle of all good teaching 
did Paul observe in his method in Ephesus? 

9. What took place first in the case of those “who 
practice magical arts,” acceptance of Christ, or the burn- 
ing of their books? 

10, Why is it not wise for one to wait to “clean 
house” before yielding himself to Christ? 

11. Is confession of specific sins by name in public 
necessary to true conversion or usefulness? 


12. Which of Paul’s letters contain more information 
of his work in Ephesus than does the letter to the Ephe- 
sians? Why? fo a 

13. What other indications are there of close connec- 
tion between the work in Ephesus and in Corinth? 


14. What Scripture is necessary to make the connec- 
en ae narrative of Paul’s work as presented in the 
ms 


Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


: By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





‘THE PrincrpLe oF CoHERENCE.—Relate the les- 
sons one to another so as to develop a connected 
and consistent body of truth. 











ESPITE the suggestion of the Committee to unite 

with the study of the record in the Acts a selec- 
tion from the Epistle to the Ephesians, it is worthy 
of note that in the writings to the Corinthians we 
can obtain more information about Paul’s stay in 
Ephesus because First Corinthians was written from 
there and contains personal references that are not 
characteristic of the Ephesian letter. The present 
lesson therefore, barring the Review, stands in the 
midst of lessons to which it may be related as hav- 
ing been produced as part of the work of Paul in 
Ephesus, and as being parts of a writing that helps 
us to re-create the experiences of the apostle. there. 
Especially are we led to recognize the fact that there 
was easy communication between the two cities, and 
that in a very real sense the apostle was at the same 
time exercising a care over the work of the Lord 
in the two cities. Indeed, there are indications that 
Paul was at Corinth, not only preceding and following 
his stay at Ephesus, but even during that stay prob- 
ably in a brief visit (see 2 Cor. 12: 143 13:1). 

Nor can Paul’s work in Ephesus be properly esti- 
mated without recognizing his contacts with Aquila 
and Priscilla whom he had brought with him to Ephe- 
sus from Corinth, and who had instructed more per- 
fectly in the Way the eloquent Apollos who had 
gone from Ephesus to Corinth (Acts 18). This leads 
naturally to the suggestion not to ignore the por- 
tion of chapter é¢ighteen which forms the connecting 






THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
Lesson Calendar | 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a.copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. October 7.—Paul in Ephesus 
Acts 19: 1-41; Ephesians 4: 1-16 
2. October 14.—Spiritual Gifts ....... 1 Corinthians 12 to 14 
3. Octohét 21.—Christian Stewardship 
2 Corinthians 8:1 to 9: 1§ 
4. October 28.—Paul’s Last Journey to Jerusalem 
Acts 20:1 to 21:17; 2 Corinthians 11 : 28 
5s. November 4.—World’s Temperance Sunday 
Romans 13: I-14 
6. November 11.—Peace and Good Will Among Men 
Romans 12: 1-2! 
7. November 18.—Paul’s Experiences in Jerusalem 
Acts 21:17 to 23:35 
8 November 25.—The Prayers of Paul (May be used as a 
Thanksgiving Lesson.) Acts 20: 36-38; Romans 1 ; 8-10; 
Ephesians 1 : 15-23; 3 : 14-21; 1 Thessalonians 1 : 2-5 
9.‘December 2.—Paul Before His Judges.Acts 24:1 to 26: 32 
10. December 9.—Paul Goes to Rome 
Acts 27:1 to 28: 31;: Romans 1 : 8-15; Philippians 1 : 12-14 
11. December 16.—Paul*and His Friends 
Acts 20 : 36-38; Romans 16: 1-4; Philippians 2 : 25-30; Philem, 
12. December 23.—Paul’s Last Message....2 Timothy 4 : 1-18 


Or, 
Christmas Lesson.—The Birth of Jesus......... Luke 2: 1-20 
13. December 30.—Review: Paul, the World Christian 








link in the sequence between this lesson. and lesson 
eleven of the last Quarter. It will at least make 
clear to us that this visit to Ephesus was also a re- 
turn visit, though much longer than the preceding one. 


HuntIinopon, Pa. ve 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Same Old Tricks!”—All they that dwelt in Asia 
heard the word of the Lord. And not afew of them 
that practised magical arts brought their books to- 
gether and burned them (Acts 19:10, 19). ‘There 
are “Asians” here in America who, if they should 
“hear” the Word of the Lord, would make a great 
change in their libraries. And ‘also in some of the 
books at the office. Ask the traveling auditors of 
Uncle Sam and other wide flung corporations, It is 
surprising how people fall for fortune telling. Not 
the fun of young folks at the lawn féte or gypsy camp, 
but the visit to palmist, clairvoyant, and the like. If 


. any of these “practicers of magic arts” knew: anything 


“magical,” they would come here in Texas and Louisi- 
ana and: locate the great pools of oil and pump the 
liquid gold out of the earth—-which beats fortune 
telling all hollow for profit. Or they could take 
their wonderful~ knowledge of the future into the 
marts of trade, and buy and sell on the market’s ups and 
downs. The historians tell us that in the time of 
Paul the ancient world was overrun with fakirs de- 
ceiving the people. Some even claimed to be the 
Christ (Matt. 24:24). There were all varieties work- 
ing all sorts of schemes even as now, separating the 
dupes from their money. There is nothing nowadays 
they did not have then. Modern deviltry has in- 
vented nothing new. When Christianity started, Satan 
humped himself. He knew that when religion comes 
in “magical arts” go out. And we know that when re- 
ligion goes out-“magical” and all the other works of the 
Devil come in. Take up a Saturday paper in a great 
city and note the religious bill of fare for Sunday. If 
it were not so sad a fellow could laugh his head 
off to see how Mr. Unbeliever believes almost any old 
thing and pays his money to’ the Smart One, who is 
“working him.” Paul knew what was ahead of the 
Christian chirch. He looked down the ages just as 
the Twenty-second Psalm did, and he saw what Satan 
would be up to, and he tells us Timothy fellows who 
are out doing the work of evangelists to keep our 
eyes open! (zi Tim. 6:20; 2 Tim. 4: 5.) 


The Pentagon Preacher.—He gave some to be apos- 
tles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and 
some, pasiors and teachers (Eph. 4:11). Yet there 
are those in the Christian church who seem to think 
this variety should be found in a single man. I once 
owned a knife which combined several different kinds 
of blades, big and little, a screw driver, a cork screw, 
a pair of scissors, a can opener, a rule, a level, and one 
or two more things I have forgotten. I had a great 
big bulky nothing in the shape of a pocket knife. I 
think the stores still have something of the same sort, 
but rarely sell one. I once invented a machine for the 
farmer. I used to help grandfather farm, so I knew 
what a farmer needed. My machine would shell corn 
and grind it for feed, would cut fodder and turnips, 
and the like, would grind apples for cider, and would 
sharpen mowing machine knives. But none were ever 
made. You wil see in house furnishing stores a 
motor-driven machine of the same all-including type 
for the kitchen. It cuts, grates, grinds, and makes 
ice cream. Mrs. Ridgway says, “Don’t want it, too 
much trouble to take care of.” Now some churches 
want this sort of minister, one who shall unite in him- 
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self prophet, evangelist, pastor, and teacher. Any 
minister who would try to be all these would be like 
my possessed knife and my dreamed machine —a noth- 
ing. If apostolic eloquence is wanted, and evangelistic - 
zeal, and convincing efficiency in the teaching, the min- 
ister has no time to spend in visiting and in dining 
and in mixing and in “kissing the babies.” All of which 
is often set down under the-head-of, “A Good Pastor.” 
In the early church they apparently divided the speci- 
fication into five parts. In one church I know -they 
have preaching elders and teaching elders, ministers 
being the first, and laymen the second. The need of 
many, perhaps most churches, is laymen who will be 
“teaching elders” or equivalent. “We could have a 
fine Adult class if we could only dig up a teacher,” 
is a familiar complaint. Here is the remedy, Mr. 
Church: Send one of your laymen to a training school. 
None better than just this Sunday. School Times. 
Pick out the good prospects and send each a year’s 
subscription to the Times. Some of-us fellows will 
educate ’em and start.’em! (Acts 6:2; Phil. 3:13.) 


All in the Saying of It.—Speaking truth in love, 
may grow up in all things into .... Christ (v. 15). 
Here is a. good old story that illustrates this text. It 
was a one-man church, and candidates for the pulpit 
were being heard. An applicant came and preached 
on the text, “The wicked shall be turned into hell” 
(Psa. 9:17). The rich man turned thumbs down on 
him. This preacher was followed by another, who by 
a strange coincidencé used the same text. The rich 
man said, “He'll do, call him.” Folks were amazed. 
“Why, he had the same text as the other minister,” 
they said. “True,” replied the rich man, “he preached 
that the wicked would be turned into hell all right, 


- but he was oh, so sorry, but the other man was glad 


of it.” There is a certain type of preaching that might 
be labeled, “The Common Scold.” The small congre- 
gation present is taken to task for the larger number 
absent. With such preachers the times are sadly out 
of joint, and the congregation is told about it with 
a sting. There is some truth in such preaching, for 
none of us is so very good (Isa. 53:6). But. the 
.truth so told brings no results because it is not spoken 
in love. - Yes, there is lots of room for improvement 
for us who sit in the pews, but the “tearing out” 
preacher is rarely “oh, so sorry” for us. We just 
jog along with the philosophy of old Henry Hertz. 
Henry had the only beer saloon in town. He was 
a regular attendant at our church. The pastor, Dr. 
James Roberts, four times a year would preach a tem- 
perance sermon, through which the old German saloon 
keeper would patiently sit. One day Ed Baldwin said 
to Henry as they came down the church yard after 
a specially bitter attack on the liquer business, “Henry, 
I can’t understand how you can sit still under that 
kind of preaching from Dr. Roberts.” Henry just 
laughed and replied; “Vy, Ed, dot vas hiz beezness.” 
I expect Henry, like another friend of mine in the 
same trade, did not have any better opinion of his 
“beezness” than did Dr. Roberts. But here’s the point. 
As it happened, Henry and Dr. Roberts were really 
great friends. Henry knew that Dr. Roberts, blunt 
Scotchman that he was, hit from the shoulder any 
iniquity that bobbed up in the community, yet he al- 
foe a =o in mee ane. Meo to lead all his 
ock, as he did me, to Jesus rist. I join 
church under Dr. Roberts. ae oe 
CoaTESviLtz, Pa, 
vw 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL ‘readers are invited to send illustrations for this 


department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
acce 


eeedt, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading. carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full Jist — lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
ones — might eres po zvalleh e. > 
ustrations must reac e Sunda hool Ti 
full months in advance of the date of the tmeon. a 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text imdicated in lesson after 
word “Print.” ' mt. = 
Mlustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
epecially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


Whea They Confessed.—Many also of them that 
had believed came, confessing, and declaring their 
deeds (Acts 19:18). I well remember pr ing in 
a cotton mill section, to a crowd filling every avail- 
able niche of space in the room, both sitting and 
standing. An invitation. was given at the close of the 
meeting. Many people came, seeking and confessing 
Christ. Two people met at the altar, one coming from 
one aisle, and the other from another, neither knowing 
that the other was coming. Both found Christ. And 
they found each other again, for they were an es- 
tranged husband and wife that were about to be di- 
vorced.—From Dr. J. C.\Massee. Sent by Miss H. J. 
McCay, Ballston Spa, N. Y. 


What Should He Do With His Books?—And 
burned them in the sight of all (v. 19). Cuh-Fi-Hung 
was a very sucéessful fortune teller in Wuchow, China. 
His father and grandfather before him had followed 


the 


bi aE Na ag nema I i eis 








—e 


tac 9s ene 
eRe eae * ‘ 
EE SPORE VN CRY os ES SES SORE EES See Si 





ws 8 tet aS 


= 
- 
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Lesson for October 7 
Acts 19:1-41; Ephesians 4: 3-16 


the same profession, and his books, of 
considerable value in the profession, had 
been handed down from generation to 
generation. Cuh heard the Gospel, and 
was prevailed upon to come to the meet- 
ings. He was a proud man, and though 
he had read a good deal of the Gospel 
books and was favorably impressed, yet 
he did not yield to Christ. ‘Finally, the 
Spirit conquered, and he accepted the 
Saviour. Shortly before his baptism he 
came to the missionary in considerable 
perplexity about what he should do with 
the books. He said: “How can I sell 
them or even give them away, lest they 
might lose another’s soul as they all 
but lost mine?” The missionary referred 
him to Acts 19:18 and 19, and read, 
“Many also of them that had believed 
came, confessing, and declaring their 
deeds. And not asfew of them that prac- 
tised magical arts brought their books 
together and burned them in the sight of 
all.” Cuh at once determined that he 
would do the same thing on the day of 
his baptism. On that day a company 
of fellow Christians, students and mis- 
sionaries, gathered in the court of the 
mission premises, and made a bonfire, 
around which they sang praises to the 
name of Jesus, while Cuh, with his own 
hands, threw the magical volumes into the 
flames—From the Sunday Companion. 
Sent by W. R. Clark, Oxford, Eng. 


A Modern Ephesian.—By this business | 


we have our wealth (v. 25). Truth is 
often opposed because of self-interest. 
The following extract from a mission- 
ary’s letters home illustrates this: ‘One 
man was. very indignant on hearing us 
expose the sin and folly of idol worship, 
but the native brother who was speak- 
ing knew his man, for he coolly remarked, 
‘I suppose you make images yourself. A 
voice: from the crowd made answer, ‘Yes, 
he makes and sells them for four annas 
apiece.’ ‘I thought so,’ said the native 
brother, ‘he has reason to be angry, for 
by this business he gains his wealth.’ The 
idol maker made his way out of the crowd 
at once.—Sent by J. E. Williamson, Egre- 
mont, Cumberland, Eng. Prize illustra- 
tion. 

Why Christian Fellowship?—From 


together through that which every joint 
supplieth, ... maketh the increase of the 
body (Eph. 4:16). The bulletin of a 
Southern church quotes from the railroad 
coupon this expression, “Not good if de- 
tached,” and applies it to the members of 
the church who have detached themselves 
from it. As the coupon receives value 
by its relation to the whole ticket, so do 
church members receive value by their 
relation to the entire body.—From The 
Christian. Union Heralfl. Sent by Helen 
Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Be What You Are in Christ.—We are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works (Golden Text). A great 
anatomist has said: “One of the greatest 
reasons so few people understand them- 
selves is that most writers are always 
teaching men what they should be and 
hardly ever trouble their heads with tell- 
ing them what they are.” The same prin- 
ciple might, be applied to believers. We 
are not told to become in order that we 
may be, but we are exhorted to be because 
we are. Because we are children of God, 
we are to be holy and obedient (1 Pet. 
1:14). Because we are saints, we are 
to do everything “as becometh saints” 
(Eph. 5:3). Because we are the salt 
of the earth, we are to be pungent in god- 
liness (Matt. 5:13). Because we are 
the light of the world, we are to shine 
in holiness (Matt..5:14). Because we 
are the epistle of Christ, we are to be 
legible in Christian character (2 Cor. 
3:3). Because we are sanctified, we are 
to be separate from all uncleanness (1 
Cor. 6: 9-12). Because we are members 
in the body of Christ, we are to hold the 
Head and love one another (Eph. 4: 12- 
16).—From The King’s Business. Sent 
by J.. A. Valis, Orlova, Czechoslovakia. 


Which Family?—We are his work- 
manship (Golden Text). It takes more 
than a.Mayflower pedigree and a family 
Bible that came over in the Half Moon 
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of the church of God. David James Bur- 
rell once said, “Some pedple die: leaning 
up against their family trees.”—From 
Dr. D. A. Poling. Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D.D., Utica, N. Y. 


A Sermon on the Watch.—We are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God afore prepared 
that we should walk in them (Golden 
Text). Yielding to the eager request of 
his little son for a watch, a man visited 
Woolworth’s and bought the coveted arti- 
cle one Saturday night. The child was 
delighted, for the face of the watch was 
very pretty, and it could be wound up 
easily. Before putting it under his pillow 
he set the watch to eight o'clock, the 
usual hour for getting up on Sunday 
morning. He awoke early to find his 
watch showing that it was eight. He ran 
to the bedroom doors and kept shouting 
that all had overslept, till his father 
called, “Get off to bed, you rascal. It’s 
only five o’clock.” Greatly hurt, the little 
fellow got his knife to find out what was 
wrong with his watch. . Disillusion was 
swift and bitter. That day at church he 
paid more than his usual attention. Later, 
his father asked him what the minister 
was saying, “He was preaching about 
my watch,” was the reply. “Your watch?” 
“Yes, Dad. He said, ‘Face without 
works is dead.’” A good definition of the 
walk of many a so-called: Christian, the 
father thought—Source unknown. Sent 
by Miss H. Dawson, Banff, Scotland. 


“pe be a 
e From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee that thou dost empower thy 
servants with conviction and courage. Help 
us, we pray thee, to have more than mere 
opinions. May we know the truth in no 
uncertain way, and may we stand for it 
against every denial or perverting of the 
truth. We thank thee that we have a sure 
ground for belief, since we have thy sure 
and unchanging Word. May we do our part 
to spread that Word among others, at home 
and abroad, to the end that it may grow and 
prevail in its saving power. In thy dear 
name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—If you can picture 
a place today where a — would be 
mobbed, where the Gospel would be 
scorned and hated, —and there are many 
such places—that is the sort of place 
where Paul preached and taught for — 
well, how long? Yes, two years! And 
the name of the place? Ephesus. Whose 


was worshiped by the Ephesians as their 
great goddess. ‘And Paul preached right 
at the very center of that idolatrous 
worship, Ephesus. Right in Ephesus 
what was the result? Many believed, and 
the Word grew mightily. It does do 
just that under opposition. Difficulties 
are not defeat, for the Christian! Are 
you holding back from the Lord’s service 
because you see that you would be in 
for difficulties if you should go on? 
Think of Paul at Ephesus! You have 
the same Lord, the same. Word, Why 
not go on’? Let us pray. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalm 


“Ts It the Crowning Day?” - : - 

“At Calvary.” 

“How Great Is the Love of My Saviour.” 

“More About Jesus.” 

“We Would See Jesus.” 

“Open My Eyes, That I May See.” 

“Many Names Are Dear.” 

(Titl.s listed below, and numbers in r- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bib'e Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United-«Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Thou Hast Been a Shelter” (127 : 1-3). 
Psalm 61 : 1-4. 
“The Angel of the Lord” (76: 1-4). 
Psalm 34 : 17-19. 
“Fear Thou. Not” (246 : 1-3). " 
Psalm 119 : 81-88; Isaiah 41 : 10. 
“In Full Assurance” (147 : 1-3). 
7 Psalm 69 : 16-18, 29-36. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Acts 10. Remind the class 
that Paul was at Ephesus when he 
wrote the letter to the Corinthians, from 
which we have had two lessons. When 
he first went to Ephesus he went to 
the synagogue, and told the Good News 
to the people there. But many of the 
Jews would not believe, and they began 
to talk to the multitude against the Lord 
oo So Paul left the synagogue, and 
gan to teach in the school of a man 





temple was there? Yes, Diana’s, — who 


named Tyrannus. He and his helpers 





‘By the sleisht of men” 
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must have gone to the other cities and 
towns to tell the Good News, for we 
read, “All they which dwelt in Asia 
heard the word of the Lord Jesus.” 
Explain to the children that Ephesus was 
a rich, beautiful city, and just as idol- 
atrous as Athens. But instead of hav- 
ing so many idols, temples, -and altars 
they seem to have joined all of their 
false gods into one great goddess, named 
Diana. Many people believed that 
Diana’s image fell out of the sky from 
Jupiter, the greatest of their false gods. 
So they built one magnificent temple in 
Ephesus, the chief city in Roman Asia, 
and all the people in that part of -the 
world worshiped there, and laid their 
gifts on her altars. The people who 
were rich would buy a little silver like- 
ness of the beautiful temple, and_ per- 
haps worship it in their homes, . Of 
course this didnot give them any peace 
or joy. 2 
But Paul came and told the ._Ephe- 
sians the Good News. They Jlearned~ 
of the love of the true God, whe had 
given his Son to die for their sins, they 
saw his power to heal the sick and cast 
out wicked spirits. A great many of 
the Ephesians believed the ~ News, 
and turned from worshiping at the. tem- 
le of Diana. The name of the Lord 
Meets was magnified, and the who 
had learned the true way of fi were 
glad,—so glad. ‘ 
But Demetrius, a man who made the 
little silver likenesses of the temple and 
sold them to the worshipers of Diana, 
was very angry. He called all. his 
business partners and the other silver- 
smiths together, and made a’ speech be- 
fore them. He reminded them that they 


| made much money by selling these little 


shrines, and he said that Paul had taught 
the people, not only in Ephesus but 
through all of Roman Asia, that idols 
made with hands were no gods. De- 
metrius added that, besides their busi- 
ness being ruined, the people would stop 
worshiping at the temple of the great 
goddess Diana, Then all the silversmiths 
became very angry. They went out 
into the streets, and began to cry out, 
“Great is Diana of the Ephesians!” 
Other people took up their words. In 
a little while the whole city was in a 
stir. 

An officer of the city came out and 
spoke to the crowd. .He told them that 
Paul and his friends had not robbed 
their temple, nor insulted their goddess. 
Then he told Demetrius that, if they 
had been wronged by any man, there 
were officers of the Jaw who could set- 
tle matters in a lawful manner. In this 
way the officer quieted the riot. 

Tell the class that this is all that 
is known of Demetrius. There is noth- 
ing left of the magnificent temple of 
Diana but a pile of stones, and we do 
not know of a single person in the world 
today who worships the false goddess 
Diana. But Paul kept on telling the 
Good News until he “finished his 
course.” The name of the Lord Jesus 
is still being magnified. Although there 
are many who have not yet heard the 
Good News, we know that some day the 
knowledge of the Lord shall cover the 
earth as the waters cover the sea. 


Curnton, S. C, 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 
Hew the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Paul’s love for cities. 
+2, Paul’s Gospel for all cities, 


EMEMBERING how many’ cities 

figure in the earlier years of Paul’s 
work as reviewed last week, here we 
find him in another, perhaps the largest, 
most cosmopolitan city of all on his list, 
Rome alone excepted. Have your girls 
noted how his work centers in cities, 
whereas the Lord Jesus’ life and teach- , 
ing have almost constantly the back- 
ground of the out-of-doors, mountains, 
“desert [lonely] places,” quiet little vil- 
lages, or at the most, busy little pro- 
vincial fishing towns, with only one city, 





Jerusalem, to vary the story? Of course, 
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one who reads attetitively understands 
that Christ’s life was confined to his own 
land and people, but even so, he sought 
the quieter places rather than the cen- 
ters of population.. The multitudes that 
conitnale surrounded the Lord Jesus 
sought him, —he did not go into crowded 
places and call them out. 

Here we see Paul spending the longest 
time he ever gave.to any one place, in 
one of the largest seaports of his world. 
Like most others of its kind, until: this 
day, it was given to superstitious prac- 
tices of all sorts. Being a gathering 
place for men of all nations, it was like- 
wise a fine distributing point from which 
the Gospel, once planted, would naturally 
radiate far and wide. The more you can 
interest your girls in old Ephesus the 
more interest they will “feel in Paul’s 
work there. 


2 With a mental picture of the Ephe- 
sian life of his time in mind, note how 
wonderfully Paul’s Gospel fitted the needs 
of that city with almost universal néed 
present in its composite life. There are 
those today, often leaders in the church, 
who are telling our young peoplé that we 
Western Christians are seeking to force 
a Western religion on the peoples of the 
East, carrying them an alien faith for 
which we are asking them to give 
their own which is better fitted to their 
own life and nature. This is cutting the 
very taproot of foreign missions. 

Paul carried the Gospel of little “pro- 
vincial” Judea to the Western world of 
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By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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his day, and he-found that it fitted the 
heart of man whatever might be his clime 
or, tongue::' We carry the message of the 
Saviour of the world, through the Book 
of Asiatic origin. (humanly speaking), 
back to men of Asia, to Africa, to all the 
world, and find as Paul did in Ephesus 
that Christ the Son of God is the Saviour 
and the only Savioug from sin for all 
the .world, and that the. blackest of the 
“black arts” of Satan fall before the pure 
light-of the Gospel. -It is a message of 
salvation, not a message oi civilization 
we carry, even as Paul did. ° We find that 
“new men in Christ Jesus” destroy. the 
works of evil and create a higher order of 
life wherever they live or go. Chris- 
tianity follows faith in Christ, not the 
reverse order. It is for this and nothing 
less that God is calling some of your 
girls to be his méssengers. Will they go? 


Home Study 


Read what Paul said to his church in 
Ephesus, upon the occasion of his last 
meeting with them (Acts 20: 18-38). 


Decatur, GA. _ 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Garbage. 

Disctission: What is moral, literary, 
social garbage? Lcad the fellows into a 
discussion that will help them think out 
some things for themselves. 

Objective: Letting the Lord Jesus 
clean the life. 


S4A* fellows, I heard of a boy whose 
mother visited him at college. She 
went with him to his room, motherlike, 
‘to see if she could add anything there 
for his comfort. There were some pic- 
tures on the wall-that he would not have 
put up in his room at home. It Was em- 
barrassing, but his mother made no com- 
ment. Upon her return home she fixed 
up a box of home-made cakes and pies, 
and sent it to him. It was just such a 
box as only a mother could prepare. On 
the top of the “goodies” there was laid 
a framed ‘picture. It was Hoffmann’s 
wonderful head of Christ. In the little 
note accompanying the box, she asked him 
to hang the picture in his room. Some 
time afterward, when she visited her son 
again, she was delighted to see he had 
hung the picture in a central place on 
the wall where it could be seen to the 
best advantage, “But,” she said, “Son, 
there were some other pictures here when 
I was with you before. What has be- 
come of them?” And the boy answered, 
“Mother, they are gone. When I hung 
the picture you sent me, the others seemed 
out of place. The face of Christ was a 
rebuke to them, and to me. I tore them 
down and threw them into the garbage, 
where they belonged all the time!” 

Fellows, when a fellow lets Jesus 
Christ come into his life he discovers he 
has been harboring a lot of garbage. 
There are not only evil pictures —pic- 
tures sometimes called art—hung upon 
the walls of the imagination, but there 
are practices, “habits, ambitions, prej- 
udices, grudges, and words which should 
have no place in a decent fellow’s pro- 
gram. These have to go out before a life 
can be clean and wholesome; before it 
can be used by the Master; before the 
Master can abide there. 

“And not a few of ‘them that practised 
magical arts brought their books together 
and. burned them in the sight of all” 
(Acts 19: 19). And that was a wise thing 
to do. Those fellows knew they could 
not be true followers of the Lord Jesus 
if they kept their books of magic. The 
old tools of the old sin would be always 
beckoning them backward. And so ‘it 
will be with you, fellows. You might -as 
well make up your mind to cut cold every 
association of the old life. Jesus wants 
nothing less than -an- absolute surrender 
of your whole self to him. Then he will 
be able to do large things through you. 
But he cannot abide there with garbage. 

Anofher wise thing those Ephesians 
did was to burn their books “in the sight 
of all.’ Thus they were committed, not 





That helps. So long as the world does 
not know where you stand, there is added 
danger. Joshua stood up before all Is- 
rael and said, “As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord!” And Joshua 
was stronger in his purpose than ever 
when he had done that. 

“So mightily. grew the word of the 
Lord and prevailed” (v. 20). Fellows, 
will the Record one day say that in con- 
nection with you? Only as you are will- 
ing to burn the bridges behind you can 
it be so. It will cost something — pos- 
sibly much. . But you will rejoice. And 
you will say, in the clear light of his 
Presence, “I count all things but loss for 
va excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
esus.” 


Greensporo, N. C, 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of September 30) - 
1. About nineteen years. 


2. First, Saul the Persecutor; second, 
Saul converted and trained; third, Saul on 
his first foreign missionary tour; fourth, 
Saul on his second missionary tour. 


3. Lessons five to eleven inclusive, 
though the last two are based .on letters 
written while on a missionary project. 


4. Stephen, whom he persecuted; Barna- 
bas, who was his first traveling companion ; 
Timothy, Silas, and Luke, the three who 
accompanied him on his second journey. 

* 5. The first two. ° 


6. Immediately after his conversion, he 
preached Christ in the synagogue ig Da- 
mascus, he preached in Jerusalem, he no 
doubt witnessed in Tarsus, he spent a year 
working with the Christians at Antioch. 
Then he and Barnabas visited the church at 
Jerusalem, and returning to Antioch, re- 
ceived a call to the foreign field. Their first 
mission was on the Island of Cyprus, then 
landing at Perga, in Pamphylia, they went 
to Antioch in Pisidia, and to three cities in 
Lycaonia. They returned through the same 
cities, and sailed back to Seleucia.' On their 
next journey, Paul and Silas visited the 
churches in Syria and Cilicia, on. through 
Galatia and Mysia, then crossing into Eu- 
rope, he preached in Philippi, Thessalonica, 
Berea, Athens, and Corinth. On his return 
to Antioch, he made a short stop at Ephesus, 
promising to return, if it were God’s will. 

7. Paul had preached in fourteen cities, 
during his preparation period and his first 
two tours. 

8. The last two are based on the one let- 
ter — First Corinthians, 

_ g. Personal. 

10. Grace. 

11. The grace of God. 

12. His humility (1 Tim. 1:15); his 
faith (Gal. 6: 14); his estimate of all other 
values compared to the knowledge of Christ 
(Phil. 3:8); his putting Christ above all 
customs and conventions (1 Cor. 8: 13); his 
endurance through almost countless hard- 
ships (2 Cor. 11: 23-28); his charity (1 
Cor. ap and his final triumph (2 Tim. 
4:7, 8). 





| Children at Home 


SEPTEMBER 22, 1928 


was a leader in everything. But he was 
very rough and boisterous, and he thought 
it good fun to pult Julie’s hair or twist 
his. arm until he cried. 

_ One day the teacher was:late in com- 
ing into the classroom, and: the children 
got noisy and excited while they waited 
for him. Charles had -a strong bit of 
string in his pocket, and he and another 
boy began to tease Julie. 

The other boy held. Julie’s hands, and 
Charles: put the bit of string around Julie’s 
neck, and -pulled it tight. Poor Julie 
could not even scream~for help. He-feit 
as if he was going to choke, and it hurt 
dreadfully.. Just then they heard some 
one at the door, and Charles hastily 
took the string from Julie’s neck, and 
put it in his pocket, thinking that. the 
teacher was coming in. 

It -was not the teacher, however, but 
a little girl-named Marie. 

“What's. Julie crying for?’ she asked. 
“Why, he’s crying because I put a bit 
of string round his neck, pretended I 
was going to hang him,” said Charles. 
“Oh, it was so funny, Marie, he looked 
as if his eyes would pop out of his head. 
He is such a baby, I am sure he thought 
I was really going to hang him. You 
ought to have seen it.” 2 
“Oh, do it again, do it again!” cried 
Marie, clapping - her hands. Charles 
pulled out the string and was just going 
to do it again when the teacher came in, 
and he had to sit down quietly. 

Julie was so hurt and frightened that 
he could not stop erying, and the teacher 
scolded him and told him to be quiet. It 
was not only that the string had hurt 
him, but his feelings _were very much 
hurt, too, because the other children had 
been so unkind to him. He felt so bad 
that he could not do his lessons at all, and 
when he got home, his father and mother 
saw at once that he had been crying 
dreadfully, 

_ “Why, what’s the matter, Julie darl- 
ing?” asked his mother; and Julie told 
them. all that had happened. 

“Charles is a thoroughly bad boy,” 

said Julie’s father angrily, “but he. shall 
be punished for this! I will go straight 
to his father, and tell him the whole story, 
and he will give Charles a good whip- 
ping, and teach him better.” 
_ “Oh, no, no, Papa!” cried Julie anx- 
iously. “You must not, indeed you must 
not! Why, Papa, tomorrow is Charles’ 
birthday, and he must not be punished 
on his birthday! That .would be .too 
dreadful!” And he begged and prayed 
his father not to tell, until at last he 
gave in. 

“Well,” he-said, “I shall not - tell 
Charles’ father today, but I shall . not 
allow you _to go to school tomorrow, 
Julie, for I will not have you unkindly 
treated. You shall stay at home to- 
‘morrow, and go: for a walk with Nurse, 
and after that we shall see.” 

So the next day Julie did not go to 
school, but went out for a walk with 
his English nurse. It was very pleasant 
walking’ in the park. The’ sun “shone 
bright, and: they saw the soldiers; in their 
gay green coats and pink breeches, riding 
on their pretty horses. On thé way home 








Julie’s Enemy 
A True Story 
By A. A. W. Ramsay 


ULIE was not, as you might think 
from the name, a little girlk He was 

a little Belgian boy, ‘and his. real 
name was Julian, but he was called 
Julie for short. He lived in Brussels, 
and he was a jolly little fellow, with 
bright dark eyes and curly black hair. 
Julie went to school when he was 
seven, and at first he was rather shy and 
timid, for he had not been used to play- 
ing with other children. He had two 
brothers, but they weré niuch older than 
he— quite grown-up young men—and 
being so. much the youngest, he had been 
petted a great deal by his father and 
mother. 
The other children knew this, and they 
laughed at Julie because: he was so shy 
and quiet, and teased him a great deal. 
They called him a baby, and one big boy, 








only.. before.-Paul,. but -before- the world. 


Julie said to Nurse, “May we stop at the 
shop here? I want to buy something, if 
you please.” 
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named Charles, was very unkind.to him. 
Charles was a fine tall boy of ten, who 
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Lesson for October 7 
Acts 191-41; Ephesiams 4: 1-16 


“Have you some money, Julie?” said 
Nurse. . . 

“Yes,” said Julie, “I have the big silver 
piece that Uncle Louis gave me.” 

they went into the shop. It was a 
flower shop, and full of so many lovely 
flowers that it took Julie a long time to 
choose. But at last he bought a dear little 
rose tree, covered with pretty red flowers 
just opening. 

When Julie got home he asked Nurse 

for a piece of paper, and wrote on it 
carefully, “To wish you a happy birth- 
day with love from Julie.” After dinner, 
he asked Nurse to take him out again, 
and they walked to Charles’ house, and 
Julie gave the rose tree to the maid 
servant, and said, “This is for Charles, 
please.” 
_ Then they went home. That evening, 
just. before bedtime, there came a ring at 
the doorbell, and the maid servant came 
in and said, “Some one wants to speak 
to Master Julie.” 

So. Julie went downstairs, and there 
was Charles standing in the hall. His 
face was very red and troubled. He 
came up to Julie, twisting his capin his 
hands, and said in a low voice, “I say, 
Julie, thank you for. the rose tree. It’s 
lovely. And I say, Julie, it was awfully 
nice of you to give me it, and I’m sorry 
I’ve been so bad to you, and I won't 
ever again.” 

Julie’s father did not have to complain 
after all, because from this time on 
Julie and Charles were the best friends 
possible. The other children followed 
Charles, and stopped teasing Julie; and 
he grew to like school very much, and 
was very happy there. 


DUMFRIESSHIRE, SCOTLAND. 


With the New. Books| 


Do You Know Your Bible? A Bible 
Question Book. By George A. Birm- 
ingham. (Payson and Clarke, Ltd. 6 
East Fifty-third Street, New York, 
$1.50.) One can no more resist the ques- 
tions in this book than he can those in 
the “Ask Me Another” books. Just one 
of the questions given to a family gather- 
ing or a group of friends would be a suffi- 
cient introduction to the k. There are 
thirty-seven general papers of twenty-five 
questions each,. and in.each series the 

uestions refer to several books of the 

ible. Then there are special sets on 
trees, plants, and flowers; birds, insects, 
and repti'es; mountains and rivers; par- 
ables; and miracles. There are also two 
series for children. One set of questions 
is on “The Bible in Milton,” and one 
on “The Bible in the Poets.” The cor- 
rect answers to all the questions are found 
at the back of the book. . It will be of 
great help to Sunday-school and Bible 
class teachers, and will stimulate Bible 
study wherever it is used. 

Pilgrim’s Progress, and Grace 
Abounding. By John Bunyan. (Amer- 
ican Tract Society, New York, $3.) The 











_ three hundredth anniversary of the birth 


of John Bunyan, occurring in November, 
1928, furnishes the occasion for a valuable 
new edition of his famous allegory. The 
work comprises in a single volume of 
convenient size and excellent type Bunyan’s 
autobiography, “Grace Abounding,” and 
the two parts of “Pilgrim’s. Progress.” 
The editors assure us that the greatest 
pains have been taken to render this edi- 


























SOAP 
and OINTMENT 
World Famous Skin and Hair Beautifiers 


((iticura 

















tion accurate and true to the originals. 
The book'contains twenty-three full page 
iHustrations.. An interesting feature: is 
the reproduction, upon the margin, of 
the original side-notes, often most sig- 
nificant and illuminating. It is to be 
hoped that a fresh impetus to the study 
of Bunyan’s great work may be occa- 
sioned by this tercentenary of that fear- 
less soldier of the Lord and pioneer : of 
religious liberty, whose diction and style, 
inspired almost exclusively by the study 
of God’s Word, yet rank with Milton and 
Shakespeare. 





The Young People’s 
. Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


in 





October 14. The Christian’s Duty as a Voter. 
Matt. 22 : 15-22. 

October 21. How Does Law Increase Free- 
dom? Rom. 13 : 1-8. 


Sunday, October 7 


Workers Together With God 
(1 Cor. 3: 1-9) 
(Consecration meeting) 








Mon.—An invitation to work (Jer. 1: 4- 
10). 
Tues.—Work at soul-winning (Mark 16: 


19, 20). 

Wed.—Work at church-building (Zech. 
4: 8-10). 

Thurs.—A man who struck work (Jonah 


I: 1-17). 

Fri—Working in church (1 Pet. § : 1-5). 

Sat.—Working as missionaries (Matt. 28 : 
19, 20). 











Why does God ask our co-operation? 
In what ways may we work with God? 


PROMINENT speaker tells, as an 

illustration of working with God, the 
following story of General Sherman. A 
soldier in the Civil War had lost his 
place in his company. Rather timidly he 
stepped up to the general, as he came up 
behind the line, and said, “Where shall 
I step in?” 

“Step in?” replied the general sharply, 
“step in? Why, step in anywhere. There 
is fighting all along this line:” 

4 

This may have been the way General 
Sherman handled his man, but it is not 
the way God deals with us. Gcd has a 
definite place for us and definite work 
for us to do. “Anywhere” is never God’s 
answer to us (Eph. 2: 10). 

$e 


Why does God ask our co-operation? 
One reason is that the Light of the 
World has gone for a time to be with 
the Father. While he is gone, believers 
in whom he dwells by faith are commis- 
sioned to be the light bearers (John 8: 
12; 9:5; 12:35). But here is one of 
the marvels of God’s grace and love. 
God is sufficient in himself. He has all 
power. In one sense, he does not need 
the co-operation of man. Yet he limits 
himself to work through us. 

“Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you, and ordained you, that ye 
should go and bring forth fruit, ard 
that your fruit should remain” (John 


a tee c 

“Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you 
by us: we ‘pray you in Christ’s stead, be 
ye reconciled to God” (2 Cor. 5:20). 

Why? We do not know fully, but we 
do know that God says that he does 
work with us and through us, and that 
is enough. 


In what ways, then, may we work with 
God? There is only one way. That is 
by finding out what God would have us 
do, Can you picture working. with your 
earthly father on a piece of work and 
never consulting him about it? Or, can 
you imagine a girl and her mother start- 
ing out to make a dress, and each deter- 
mining in her own mind what to do and 
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how to make the dress? Few _ would 
want to wear such a specimen. Yet do | 
we not often try to “work with God that 








way, choosing ourselves the work we will 
do and laying our own plans and methods 
for carrying it out? Then we go to. 
God.and ask-him to bless it. 

This was the trouble with the Corinth- 
ians to whom Paul wrote the words in 
our Scripture lesson. Each little group 
was so busy insisting upon their own way 
and trying to force all other Christians 
to go along with them that they lost sight 
of the real head, the Lord, Jesus. So 
Paul had to point out to them that God 
was the architect (v. 5), the foundation 
(v. 11), and the very power by which the 
work was to be.done. They were: bit 
fellow laborers together, 

Can we not learn, then,:that~the great 
secret of working with Ged is? first | to 
let God work in us? Then’ as we ‘come ‘ 
to him in complete surrender of. our own | 
plans, our. ability, our strength, our pride 
of doing, and all -that we are, he: ¢an 
and will direct us into the work he has 
planned, and show us how to. do it in his 
strength and in his way. 

Have you ever wondered why some- 
thing you tried to do for God went all 
awry and ended in failure? Perhaps you 
were trying your plan. Our own plans 
usually end that way. Are you willing 
to try God’s plan? If you are, you may 
be assured before you begin that it will 
bear results that will please him and fill 
your heart with joy and thanksgiving. 


4 
Where am I getting my plans for Chris- 


tian work? ; 


Am I asking God to bless something that 
=, utterly contrary to his plan for my 
rer 
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LEAVE A LITTLE FOR 
THE JEWS 


“My Annuity with the Jewish Mission” is 
the title of a leatlet we would like you to read. 
It is yours for the asking. Just say ‘Send 
me your leaflet on Annuities.”’ 

No cbligations, and no further solicitation— 
pot aword. We onfy want to get our story 
to you; then we'll leave it between you and 
the Lord as to-whethe: His covenant people 
should have e share in your Annuity gifts. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS TO 
THE JEWS, inc. 


” 27 Throop Ave. Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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_~ TS THE BIBLE 
THE WORD OF GOD? 


By W. GRAHAM SCROGGIE 


A famous bible interpreter “‘ gives ringin testimony 
to his faith in the full inspiration of the bible. 
— Watchman-Examiner. $1. 


HARPER & BROTHERS - - NEW.YORK 


Make #80 aWeek' 


‘vith New Educational Invention 


$588 cash bonus in 1 
month. Freitag $500 in 30 days. McKean 
$20 profit in half day. You can do aswell. 
Just help me introduce Lg Ey de- 


today 

berieg Plan. J. L. Rector, 
Sec’y., THE PARENTS ASSOCIATION, 
Dept. 2339, Pleasant Hill, Ohio. 























For the new catalogue. 


Free 


act Depot of the 


ayo no 


Gifts’ needed for Buildi 





‘* Go Know Him and to ACake Him Known’’ 


COLUMBIA BIBLE SCHOOL 


COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 
ROBERT C. McQUILKIN, Dean 


Two year course. Th Bible training. Emphasizing the spiritual life. One of im nt 
courses is “ Principles of Bible Interpretation "— most vital in these days of “isms. in 
touch with this school. WRITE: ; 


For a of “Our Young People’s Purity Problem” from the 
7 4 School. 
For monthly news and prayer letter. 


Fund, Repa 
checks to Columbia Bible School, Columbia, S. C. y 
Work supported by freewill offefings without any personal selicitation 


irs, Current expenses. Send 











Quick Easy Way 
to Raise Money 
Earn $1000 Before Xmas 


If your society, club or other organization 
needs funds here’s the way to earn them. 
Clubs, societies, and other organiza- 
tions from Maine to California are 
earning large sums of money ina short 
time selling our wonderful Christmas 
Greeting Cards in Box Assortments. 


One Woman Made $575 


Mrs. Finch of Virginia in a short 
time earned this amount. 
Individuals in every state are 
making as high as $500 to 
$1000 and even more, in 
full and spare time. 


and Folders 


Sell For $1.00, Cost You 50c 


Our magnificent Assortment of 21 high grade 
Christmas Greeting Cards and Folders each 
with an envelope. Steei engraving, French water 
coloring, sparkling metallic, gold and silver ' 
effects, panelling, and bordering. Sells for $1.00, 
and costs you but 50c. A value never equalled. 
If you want to make money write immediately 
for full particulars and free samples. 


WALTHAM ART PUBLISHERS 


7 Water St. 


mt 


Dept. 167 Boston, Mass. 


















ECONOMY 
WITH 
COMFORT 
IN NEW YORK 


Guest Accommodations at the 
National Bible Institute 
Pastors, Missionaries, Evangelists and 
ether Christian men and,.women can se- 
cure attractive accommodations when 
visiting New York in the eleven-story 
fireproof building of the Institute erected 
at the heart of the city. Every room an 
outside room, newly furnished, with hot 
and cold running water, Rates excep- 
tionally iow. For further information or 

reservations address : 


Guest Secretary, 


National Bible Institute 


340 West 55th St., 
New York City 














AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Cariton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 





At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 











SOUTH AFRICA 
GENERAL MISSION 


23 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


It has been wisely said that ‘‘we should 
ask God and tell His people.’’ Having 110 
white and 275 native workers, we are at- 
tempting to evangelize the great territory 
including Southern Angola, Nyasaland, 
Rhodesia, Zululand, Swaziland, Pondo- 
Tembu-Bomvanaland, and Cape Colony, 
but ‘‘much land waits to be possessed.”’ , 
This Mission is often called the Andrew 
Murray Mission, after our beloved First 
President. Information will be gladly fur- 
nished on application to the office at the 
above address. 


“THE FATHER’S 
HOUSE” 


**Words cannot desc doey iboouitiful. his 
message is to me,” an overseas frien 
about this late of James H. McConkey. 
It will be sent’ tkackutely free to anyone inter- 
ested enough to write the publishers for it. 
Address 


SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 
Dept. S. Bessemer Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


WHERE" 
CHRIST IS NOT NAMED 


Traived NATIVES in various parts of the world 
may be supported in the work of God for an entire 

for from $25 up to $600. Nothing deducted 
Krom your pitts—r00% goes toward the natives’ sup- 
port. Service and literature free. 


NATIVE PREACHER CO., Inc. 
Box T, 251 Fairmount Rd., Ridgewood, N, J. 
































?, By the easy, Ce 
Learn Another Man’s Language 3 ‘552°: P&4%j 
Method for Spanish, French, German, Italian, Rus- 
sian, Portuguese, Ph mee Price, $1.75. Over a mil- 
lion sold. Send for free circulars. 
THE PETER REILLY CO., Publishers 
pt.SS., 133 N. 213th St., Philadelphia. 





In ordering goods, or in: making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by statingethat 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 











g For Family Worship +) 
a By Howard A. Banks, Litt-D. J 





Following the Home Dsily Bible -Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Suntay 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Less®n Comauittee. 


The Value of Intercession 


eT HE highest form of prayer is inter- 

cession. We area com. priesthood 
—a princely people. As long as prayer 
is only a means of personal improvement 
and happiness, we cannot know ‘its full 
power. Let intercession be a real long- 
ing for. the souls of those around us, a 
real bearing of the burden of their sin 
and needs, a real pleading for the ex- 
tension of God’s kingdom, real labor in 
prayer for definite purposes to be real- 
ized. It is in intercession more than in 
the zeal that works in its own strength 
with little prayey that the highest type of 
piety, the true Christlikeness, is culti- 
vated. It is in intercéssion that a believer 
rises to his true nobility in the power 
of imparting life and blessing. It is to 
intercession we must look for any large 
increase of the power of God in the 
church and in its work for men.”—An- 
drew Murray. 


October 1 to 7 
Mon.—Acts 18 : 24-28 Apollos in Ephesus. 


It was a long way. from the Jordan 
to Alexandria and Ephesus, but the 
erudite and eloquent Apollos, twenty- 
five years after John baptized, having 
learned baptism unto repentance from 
him, preached it at Ephesus. It is a 
tribute to the marvelous reach of the re- 
vival of. the Baptist. Not all John’s 
disciples were broad enough to follow the 
sons of Jonas and Zebedee to the camp 
of the Nazareth Teacher; but the time 
had now come for the mission of the 
“forerunner” to be utterly merged into 
that of the Redeemer. Seveérest reform 
cannot avail apart from the Holy Ghost 
revelation of a risen Christ. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
circulation of Testaments through the 
Pocket Testament League: (156 Fifth 
Ave., New York City);. for both the 
American and the. British Headquarters; 
for Mrs, Helen B. Alexander Dixon, the 
founder, and for President Alwyn Ball, 


Jr., and all the other officers; for an 


increase of gilts to increase the circula- 
tion of the Scriptures. 


Tues.—Acts 19 : 1-10. 
Paul’s Work in Ephesus. 

Acts emphasizes five- instances of the 
miraculous bestowment of the Holy 
Ghost: at Pentecost upon those who had 
rejected the earthly ministry of Christ; 
in Samaria, upon those holding a religion 
half true and half heathen; in Cornelius’ 
house, upon the Gentiles; with Paul, upon 
one who had resisted the Holy Ghost, 
and persecuted those who had not done 
so; with the twelve men of Ephesus, who 
until now had been negligent to receive 
the-full teaching of their teacher who 
had pointed them to the Lamb of God. 
The Holy Ghost is given to all who be- 
lieve (v. 2, R. V.). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Mine Mission, Ogaki, Gifu Ken, Japan; 
for Mr. Koyanagi and the little work 
carried on by him in the mountains near. 
Ogaki; for the kindergarter: children; 
for the supply of the needs of three new 
evangelists; for God's blessing on por- 
tions of his Word painted on telegraph 
poles and postal boards; for tract dis- 
tribution, open-air preaching, and the 
fifty-three communicants of the Ogaki 
church, 


Wed.—Acts 19: 11-28. Imposters Rebuked. 


Matching in miraculous achievement 
the preaching of thé Gospel in Asia 
Minor to’every inhabitant (v. 10), comes 
the complete overthrow of the black art, 
the same as modern Spiritism, in Ephesus, 
through the preaching-of the full Gospel 
by absolutely yielded Christian workers. 
The whole godless city is stirred to its 
center (v. 17), backsliding believers re- 
pent (v. 18), and the entire “Spiritualist” 
cult burn their books (v. 19). We 
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should have more faith now in preaching 
Jesus to believers in the occult. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
women of Japan, especially for the one 
out of every fefteen girls living lives of 
enforced immorality; for ail Christian 
work. in their behalf and especially today 
for that.of the Japan Rescue Mission 
bus. Alexandra Road, Birkenhead, Eng- 
and). 


Thure.—Acts 19 : 23-32. The. Riot at Ephesus. 


All Asia Minor had been evangelized. 
Divine supernaturalism had signally won 
out over Satanic supernaturalism. The 
Gospel is to have yet another triumph — 
it is to make idolatry tremble and totter. 
Crafty Demetrius covers his trade’s 
covetousness by leading an “ovation” to 
Artemis which probably holds fhe record 
against any tribute to a presidential candi- 
date in a national nominating conven- 
tion, but the speech of the town clerk 
shews that he will not say a word against 
the Gospel, that the “Chiefs of Asia” 
favor it, and that Rome so far defends 
it. The Gospel. is the-very power of God. 


PraYER Succestions: Pray for the 
Central American Mission (2712 Holmes 
Street, Dallas, Texas); for this and all 
other Latin-America Missions which are 
having to encounter a@ more or less anti- 
foreign spirit; that a needed Bible Insti- 
tute may be opened in Guatemala City; 
for the training of native ministers and 
evangelists; for the supply of the need 
of @ mission property in San Salvador. 


Fri.—Ephesians 2: 1-10. Christian Experience. 


Paul reviews the result of Gospel 
preaching in Ephesus. It may be the 
passage forges a chain of his golden 
texts there. Out of spiritual death (The 
Scofield Reference Bible note on verse 5 
defines that) and from the dominion of 


made alive, and, spiritually, even before 
on resurrection day, seated in the heay- 
enlies. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 


Sudan Interior Mission (296 Garfield 
Place, Brooklyn, N. Y.); for the New 
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the great spirit of evil they have been. 





Bible School to be established for train- 
img and teaching hative evangelists; for 
the outfit of six new candidates for the 
field; for reinforcements in the Abyssin- 
ian. work; for the Gowans’ home, and 
for the Niger Press. 
Sat.—Acts 20 : 17-38. ie 
Paul’s Farewell to the Ephesians. 

Paul’s purpose in reviewing so min- 
utely his methods of ministry is to ‘steady 
the elders against forthcoming false 
teachers, and to urge his example upon 
them — and us — of lowly-mindedness, 
tenderness, patience under persecution (v. 
19) ; witnessing to. the whole Gospel in 
public and private (v. 20); emphasizing 
repentance, and forgiveness (v.21) ; with 
freedom from blood-guiltiness (v. 26). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
American Bible Society; for all the offi- 
cers and committees; translators; re 
ters and publishers; colportewrs; all the 
auxiliary “Societies and. secretaries; and 
the many agencies at home and abroad, 
and for larger gifts. for extending this 
great work. 
Sun.—Ephesians 3 : 14-21. ; 

Paul’s Prayer for the Ephesians. 

“This Presence, this Permanent In- 
dwelling, of the Saviour is essentially a 
Presence in and by the Spirit, mediated 
by the Spirit; not physical or quasi- 
physical, or under any mode other than, 
and different from, a Presence through 
the Spirit’s agency upon the ‘Inner Man.’ 
Where the Spirit ‘permanently abides,’ 
there and therefore does the Saviour so 
abide; with just this difference or condi- 
tion, that we are to think; in the passage 
before us, of the Indwelling Spirit as 
directing his agency expressly and spe- 
cially in. the direction of making the 
Saviour’s Presence a permanent reality 
to the ‘heart.’”—Bishop H. C. G. Moule. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Mr, 
Ernest Gordon, who contributes the Mis- 
sionary Watch-Tower and the Sieg | of 
Religious Life and Thought in the Sun- 
day School Times, and that the hand 
of God in healing may be upon him as he 
has gone to Europe for treatment and 
rest. 
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You need only ‘foo 


to receive a fixed 
return for life / 


$100—-$500—$1000 or $100,000 can be invested 
with equal safety and assurance of a permanent, fixed 
income for life in the Annuity Bonds of the American 


For over 50 years the Society has issued bonds, return- 
ing as high as 9% according toage of annuitant, without 
alosstoa single investor, with payments made promptly 
half-yearly, with no trouble whatsoever on the part of 


Just send for the booklet, read the interesting 
story of this remarkable Christian enterprise, 
buy a bond, and ¢ha?'s all! 


a regular aan for life. Send in the 
coupon NOW’ ee 
seser™ arta TY 
asoeee”™ socte® 
one" CAN BIBL ce, New York 
{.  aMER ke astor Pi 
‘ Ho , 2 my 
: pibie = es obligstio® piples 
‘ GENTLEME a me with i6, entitle 
{Please SY tet No: : 
t pes 
‘ a Ponds.” ag S25 
‘ 
‘ 
4 


” 


You are assured 











¥ 






















































































8 ON Ae SI Be? TARE RAE > = 


hCG 


* 
} 3 





fe mm 4 uh tt eh Lt oo seid tet Ot? <_< 


— 


—_ 


Ss 0D Sie me Om Me 86 imme meme ot ee ae} 


Soni oe 


